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Abbreviations/glossary 

Agrosilvopastoral – combines trees, crops and livestock 

Biomass – woody, fibre-based material with a calorific value, plant based  

CAP - Common Agricultural Policy 

CEJA - Council of European Young Farmers  

CLA – Country Land and Business Association 

Eco-services - ecosystem services are the many and varied benefits that humans freely gain 
from the natural environment and from properly-functioning ecosystems 

ELMS – Environmental Management Systems 

ERDF – European Regional Development Fund 

ICRAF - (and now amalgamated with CIFOR) – the World Agroforestry Centre 

IFM – Integrated farm management - (IFM) is a whole farm business approach that aims to 
delivers more sustainable farming. IFM combines the best of modern technology with 
traditional methods to help deliver prosperous farming that enriches the environment and 
engages local communities 

Knowledge transfer - knowledge transfer is the practical problem of transferring knowledge 
from one part of the organization to another. Like knowledge management, knowledge 
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transfer seeks to organize, create, capture or distribute knowledge and ensure its availability 
for future users 

LEAF – Linking the Environment and Farming 

Natural capital - natural capital can be defined as the world's stocks of natural assets which 
include geology, soil, air, water and all living things. It is from this natural capital that 
humans derive a wide range of services, often called ecosystem services 

Silvoarable – arable/crops in combination with trees 

Silvopasture – pasture in combination with trees 

WCMT - Winston Churchill Memorial Trust  

 

 

 

Above are two of 57 pictures of the bark of trees……so much variety  
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 ‘Pen Portrait’ 

 
My name is Ian Edward Brown, my age is 54 and I have spent several decades in the private, 

public and third sectors. I am the chairman of the North East committee for Forestry 

Commission/Forestry England and a governor of a local higher education college and private 

school. I am involved in natural capital accounting and sustainability through my 

directorship of Capability North East Ltd (CNE) - See www.capabilityne.org.uk CNE is based 

in the offices of Ouseburn Farm Charity Ltd., a city farm in the very heart of Newcastle upon 

Tyne, England. I am a trustee of the Charity which has an orchard suitable for agroforestry - 

namely Ouseburn Farm https://www.ouseburnfarm.org.uk/ 

I live in North Northumberland, 50km north of Newcastle and just south of Scotland looking 

over the North Sea. I was educated in Agriculture and Entrepreneurship at Edinburgh and 

Durham Universities. I have undertaken several self-development courses and am a part- 

qualified chartered surveyor.  

I was born the third-generation tenant of a lovely mixed farm with few trees and in 1986, at 

age 21 had to run the farm business which I did until 2012. The farm was called Lee Moor 

and had a well-developed website that I keep going www.leemoor.net  The farm was a 

demonstration site for many innovations. I immediately started putting into place 

sustainable farming practices and as such was an early member of Linking the Environment 

and Farming (LEAF), I am their regional chair and a past ‘Demonstration Farm’. 

I also planted 63 acres (25 

hectares) of woodland 

becoming a Forestry Authority 

Centre of Excellence in 1995. 

My first plantings were pure 

deciduous using 27 species of 

native hardwoods, then later 

willow for coppicing and fast 

growing poplar at 4m by 2m 

spacing. I designed my own 

district heating system utilising 

the wood thinnings from my 

own forestry products 20 

years ago and sold wood 

boilers and other renewable 

equipment/consultancy and 

fuel. 

 

https://www.euraf2020.eu/schedule/
https://euraf.isa.utl.pt/welcome
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Executive summary - “Seeing the good in the trees” 

 

Ian Edward Brown - Winston Churchill Memorial Trust - Fellowship to study Agroforestry 

in Europe and Africa. 

My WCMT traveling Fellowship was to look specifically at Agroforestry globally but also to 

see if we could create more interest in the UK, both the doing in the UK but also an interest 

in funding Agroforestry elsewhere in the world to help reduce poverty and reduce climate 

change impacts. 

I travelled to learn to share and to create policy and action on my return to the UK. I 

especially want to get farmers to understand trees. Looking for the symbiotic advantages. 

The basis for my Fellowship was that agroforestry (farming with trees 1 ) seemed to be less 

understood and practised in the UK in than the rest of the world, mainland Europe and 

Africa standing out in particular as places of good practice. I then set about talking to as 

many experts and influencers as I could to learn what the full opportunity of trees and 

agriculture being synergetic could be in the UK 

So, what did I want to learn? I was very keen to add to my knowledge about trees, my 

knowledge about the future of farming policy and, of course, the interconnection of farming 

and forestry. I wanted to create a new set of connections to the leaders of the global 

agroforestry community. I wanted to create an opportunity to become a loud and clarion 

voice for the benefits of agroforestry in the UK. To do this I needed the quality of itinerary 

and also for others in the UK to suddenly begin looking at landscape in a different way. The 

good news is that with a general election 2  now complete and a new book called “The 

Agroforestry Handbook - Agroforestry for the UK” 07/2019 there has not been a better time 

to launch my recommendations. 

1. Longer definition of agroforestry – the integration of trees and shrubs with either 

crops, livestock or mixed farming 

2. December 12th 2019 

 

My questions were as follows 

• What is meant by agroforestry; is it different in the UK to other parts of the world? 

• What would be the saleable benefits to landowners, farmers and growers in the UK? 

• With the UK leaving the CAP 3 what next for land use policy in the UK and the EU? 

• Can I find the right arguments to rebrand agroforestry and sell it to DEFRA?  - this 

would be as a key component of the Tree Strategy  

• Is there a way of creating a tree planting regime in the UK with a benefit to African 

agroforestry? 

3 Common Agricultural Policy 
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Major findings 

• Agroforestry is a lost skill in many farming communities (especially in the UK) but 

could be a very significant contributor to both the carbon capture and natural capital 

via eco-services 

• There is huge body of knowledge in ICRAF (and now amalgamated with CIFOR) – the 

World Agroforestry Centre. Whatever the problem a tree is a big part of the solution  

• Forestry is increasingly becoming the solution to many of the worlds urgent 

environmental problems and integrating it with farming is creating a lot of extra 

benefits 

• There are huge amounts of experience but very little here in the UK in recent history 

• Trees are far more complex than I had previously realised and their benefits not fully 

tapped 

 

My Recommendations 

• That all of the key stakeholders – starting with Defra – receive this report  

• That formal links are made between World Agroforestry and The Princes Countryside 

Foundation to link Commonwealth and the UK through agroforestry 

• That there should be an increase in tree planting but without extra plastic for tree 

protection. (I have set up Chestnut Natural Capital Ltd to produce biodegradable tree 

guards) 

• That I deliver a paper to the 2021 Oxford Farming Conference, to my colleagues in 

the RSA and to The Worshipful Company of Farmers and attend an international 

conference on agroforestry in 2020  

• That WCMT consider encouraging travelling fellows to reduce and offset their carbon 

impact via agroforestry  

 

To quote from the Agroforestry in England 

 

Agroforestry has the potential to deliver multiple benefits  

Agroforestry should become a central part of the government’s new 

farming and land management policy  

Government should act without delay to support the farm advice, 

knowledge exchange and investment  
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Introduction to the project  

 
The basis for my Fellowship was that agroforestry seemed to be less understood and 

practised in the UK in than the rest of the world; mainland Europe and Africa standing out in 

particular as places of good practice. It’s opportune that since deciding to study the topic of 

Agroforestry, it seems to be moving up the agendas of several policy facing organisations. 

One of the key documents is a joint Soil Association and Woodland Trust document called 

Agroforestry in England – Benefits, Barriers and Opportunities – It is endorsed by 12 

organisations.,  

 

To quote from the above document and its summary 

• Agroforestry has the potential to deliver multiple benefits for productive, resilient 

and environmentally integrated farm systems 

• Agroforestry should become a central part of the governments new farming and land 

management policy – clearly defined and supported in the Agriculture Bill 

• Government should act without delay to support the farm advice, knowledge 

exchange and investment required to deliver a rapid shift in farm practice 

It is within this new context that my travels took place; to be inspired by what others are 

doing. I was aware that the countries I visited ranged from over 70% cover (Sweden) down 
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to 7% in Kenya. The African average is 9% and the world average is 21% but what if half of 

the farmers in the world embraced agroforestry? 

The European Agroforestry Federation is aiming for 50% of farmers to be practising 

agroforestry by 2025! For this to happen the scale of change will need to be gigantic 

https://euraf.isa.utl.pt/welcome 

Given the scale of landscape change needed….. 

Given the scale of policy changes that are possible outside of the CAP….. 

Given the rise of Natural Capital and eco services….. 

All of these new realities in the opening days of 2020 means the time for Agroforestry to 

be discovered again here in the UK has arrived well and truly   

 

https://eustafor.eu/uploads/What-a-tree-can-do.pdf 

 

 

So much more than wood! 

https://www.ofc.org.uk/
https://eustafor.eu/uploads/What-a-tree-can-do.pdf
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Background to the project  

There is a dawning realisation that the idea that big industrial scale farm and forest 
monocultures are the best way to look after the economic, social and environmental 
balance is outdated and inherently short term and counterproductive. 

So why Europe and Africa for my learning? The UK is part of our European continent 
geographically and climate-wise. Where it gets interesting is with land use policy which in 
the United Kingdom will be decoupled from the CAP. This ‘scary’ freedom is both threat and 
significant opportunity for the many stakeholders all wanting different things from the 
landscape. To help understand this dynamic I went to visit policy advisors to the European 
Commission, lobbyists and European Forestry owners – public and private - as well as a 
senior European Commission policy developer. Useful background at the European level is 
also that when the heavily afforested countries in Scandinavia acceded to the European 
Union it was underlined that forestry would not be under the control of the Commission and 
European Parliament. But agroforestry is an interesting one as it is a blended policy that 
encompasses forestry (outside EU jurisdiction) agriculture (in) and climate change (in). The 
various directorates in the European Commission and parliamentary committees seemed to 
be taking significant interest. Indeed, if the European Agroforestry Federation has any 
chance of achieving its 50% of farmers practising agroforestry by the year 2025 there needs 
to be immediate changes in the CAP.  So, in Europe it was fascinating to trip over a good, 
well-funded agroforestry network to see the three elements of this Federation: a network, a 
practical vocational programme and lastly an educational programme. See below from the 
home page of their website:- 

 
EURAF welcomes invitations for partnerships in future projects related to agroforestry, 
particularly in Europe (where we have our strongest network) but also from projects 
overseas.  

The European Agroforestry Federation currently participates in the AFINET European project 

The European Agroforestry Federation has also participated in other European projects such 
as AGFORWARD  and AGROFE   

  

AFINET 

AFINET (Agroforestry Innovation Networks) is a thematic network aimed to foster the 
exchange and the knowledge transfer between scientists and practitioners in the agroforestry. 
AFINET acts at European level in order to take up research results into practice and to promote 
innovative ideas to face challenges and resolve problems of practitioners.  AFINET partners 
include universities and/or organizations from nine European countries and one international 
organization. The project is coordinated from the University of Santiago de 
Compostela (Spain).  

http://www.eurafagroforestry.eu/projects#p1
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AGFORWARD 

AGFORWARD (AGroFORestry that Will Advance Rural Development) is a large four-year 
project funded by the European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme for Research and 
Technological Development (FP7). 26 work under the coordination of Cranfield University. It 
started in January 2014 and continued until December 2017. The objectives of the project are: 

1. To understand the context and extent of agroforestry systems in Europe; 
2. To identify, develop and field-test innovations to improve the benefits and viability of 

agroforestry systems in Europe; 
3. To evaluate innovative agroforestry designs and practices for locations where 

agroforestry is currently not practised or is declining, and to quantify the opportunities 
for uptake at a field-, farm- and landscape-scale. 

4. To promote the wider adoption of appropriate agroforestry systems in Europe through 
policy development and dissemination (such as on this website). 

You will find more information on the Agforward website. 

In this project EURAF is particularly involved in the policy and dissemination work packages.  

AGROFE 

AGROFE (Agroforestry Education in Europe) is a project that aims to develop a teaching system 
for agroforestry formation and promotion in Europe. Under the coordination of Agrosup, Dijon 
(France), fourteen partners are working: 

• To produce a professional book of references as a support for transfers in training with 
a common framework and adaptation to local or national context; 

• To create a knowledge database which will be used for training tools and resources 
and which will also integrate existing resources; 

• To implement experimentation in initial training in individual countries; 
• To develop a certification system for all levels of education adapted to particular 

country education systems and needs. 

I was also devastated that I ended up in South Africa at the end of my WCMT Fellowship 
during the end of May 2019 and therefore missed the 4th World Congress on Agroforestry but 
reassuring me that this topic is actually well discussed and ready to be mainstreamed. 

https://www.atibt.org/en/world-congress-on-agroforestry-in-may-2019-in-montpellier-
france/ 

So why the countries within Europe and such a detailed itinerary? This was to meet past 
leaders of the Council of European Young Farmers (CEJA) I had worked with in Sweden and 
Germany, as well as Georg Haeusler who was the CEO of the CEJA. They all gave excellent and 
very different views of my topic of study. I also visited the second most advanced 
robot/artificial intelligence dairy farm in Sweden and a friend involved with the development 
of sustainability and natural capital in Trafigura, a global commodities business. This and the 
ability to travel at will through the landscape gave me a glimpse of where the landscapes of 

https://www.atibt.org/en/world-congress-on-agroforestry-in-may-2019-in-montpellier-france/
https://www.atibt.org/en/world-congress-on-agroforestry-in-may-2019-in-montpellier-france/
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Europe could be heading. I also wanted to speak to a couple of Scandinavian charities active 
in agroforestry as charities and to any experts I could see along the way.  

The focal point of my time in Africa was around The World Agroforestry Centre, the three 
country visits of Kenya, Tanzania and South Africa proved very useful.  

 

 

KuKu was a mascot that I travelled with as a metaphor and representation of deforestation 
and mono-farming. Africa is receiving a huge amount of help with afforestation and the 
reasons and benefits fit perfectly into my title “Transforming lives and landscapes with Trees”. 
Vi Agroforestry; the Rainforest Alliance; The Danish Forestry Extension; the spice growers of 
Zanzibar; the Farmers of Northern Cape, South Africa; the regional department of Agriculture 
for Western Cape and the Khoi and San indigenous tribes that have lands around Table 
Mountain, around Cape Town. This was such a breadth of opinion with very different views 
of the world, agroforestry being a central talking point.   



15 
 

Aims and objectives of the project  

 It was my aim to travel to see as much as I could with modest environmental damage and 
to answer the following questions: 

 

• What is meant by agroforestry and is it different in the UK to other parts of the 

world? 

• What would be the saleable benefits to landowners, farmers and growers in the UK? 

• With the UK leaving the CAP what next for land use policy in the UK and the EU? 

• Can I find the right arguments to rebrand agroforestry and sell it to DEFRA? This 

would be as a key component of the Tree Strategy and Agriculture Bill. 

• Is there a way of creating a tree planting regime in the UK with a benefit to African 

agroforestry? 
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Purpose of the report  

There have been solo voices in relation to agroforestry such as Stephen Briggs of Whitehall 
Farm who deserve a serious shout out for the practitioner activity in Silvoarable schemes 
and building the networks. What do I want from you the reader? I want you to: 

1. Be informed and intrigued by the opportunity for agroforestry in the UK and beyond 
2. To understand the strategic direction that landscape management must go for 

sustainability 
3. To support a new joined up thinking that values every aspect of the tree and its 

synergies with animals, crops and plants and mixtures of the two 
4. What it is not is an academic review of agroforestry but it is a ‘call to arms’  

Please see this report as my calling card, I have been impressed enough with the 
opportunity of agroforestry that I am devoting my energy over the next few years to get 
Defra and key strategic individuals to lead on this massive opportunity. It is always the 
ecology and climate in the end that sets the direction of ‘sensible travel.’ 
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My approach/methods  

I have always struggled with academic work as I am a visual learner and love to talk to 
people. I took lots of images on the trip and collected documents which I have archived best 
I can. My life of networking and being an early adopter means I know and understand the 
very diverse areas of persuasion needed to make agroforestry happen in the UK. There will 
be follow-up and use of social media with material collected on my travels in 2019 as well as 
new ones that I am planning. 

• Political lobbying 

• Industry lobbying 

• Knowledge transfer to practitioners 

• Inspiration of key stakeholders 

Photo below - BaylonStoren, Dutch gardens Western Cape 
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Findings  

 
Agroforestry is from the past (especially in the UK) but could be a very significant 

contributor to both the carbon capture and natural capital (eco-services) agenda 

So what……. As a past demonstration farmer for LEAF I have become well briefed in green 

audit and knowledge transfer in relation to landscape issues. It is the ecosystem that will 

either help or hinder humanity in the end; trees are a key component of most landscapes. It 

is all Maslow in the end for individual human beings; although, if you have no food you only 

have one problem, albeit a big one, and it takes priority over issues such as biodiversity - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maslow%27s_hierarchy_of_needs 

Society and well-informed activists and visionaries need to lobby to get the policy impetus 

behind agroforestry to hit the 2025 deadline of the EUAF - namely 50% of farmers carrying 

out this activity on their land. The EU Commission and Parliament - various directorates - are 

interested in agroforestry; they have funded some of the activities that I have shared above 

and a huge percentage of farmed land will be turned over to agroforestry in the new CAP 

options coming forward. AgForward will see the hectarage move from the current 20.5 

Million Hectares. This will be limited by cost and knowledge but the ability to support 

farmers’ income rather than ‘income forgone’ is a crucial starting point. Here in the UK we 

have the advantage of a new Government which has written a 25- year environment plan 

and are progressing with a ‘Tree Strategy for England’ as well as an Agriculture Bill. I also 

note the RSA Food and Farming Commission has included agroforestry and I have fed into 

this as an existing RSA member. 

https://www.thersa.org/action-and-research/rsa-projects/public-services-and-communities-

folder/food-farming-and-countryside-commission 

The UK does have a devolved structure now for many policy elements and thus I need to 

take account of the four areas of the UK.  The interest in natural capital also means that how 

we pay landowners can change via ELMS  

https://townsendcharteredsurveyors.co.uk/professional-services/environmental-land-

management-schemes-elms/ 

“The replacement support mechanism will be introduced duri ng the UK 

transition period of up to seven years (during which direct support payments will 

be phased out in stages) following the initial EU transition period from 2019 to 

2021. They expect trials to run from 2019 to 2022, and pilot schemes from 2021 

to 2024, and from 2025 therefore the government proposes that new 

Environmental Land Management Schemes (ELMS) will be fully up and running in 

England and Wales (see DEFRAs Health & Harmony consultation timeline 2018 ). 

(Scotland & Northern Ireland’s devolved governments have their own proposals 

http://www.worldagroforestry.org/resource-centre
http://www.worldagroforestry.org/resource-centre
https://www.agforward.eu/index.php/en/agroforestry-in-the-spreewald-flood-plain-germany.html
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for how to support their farmers/land managers following the Brexit transition 

period ending in 2021).  The stated aim of the new ELMS is to give support to 

farmers/land managers by providing “public money for public goods” taken from 

the Commons Library Briefing Paper on the Agriculture Bill, published on the 9 th 

October, sets out the current definitions of “public goods” as shown below. ”  

Now we have a strong policy steer that reinvents farm payments, strengthens 

the concept of ‘public goods for public money’. The new legislation and 

renewed interest in agroforestry is excellent timing, I am working with 

Newcastle University locally as they are also recognising that th is is an area 

deserving of some exploration.  

There is huge body of knowledge in ICRAF (and now amalgamated with CIFOR) – the 

World Agroforestry Centre. Whatever the problem a tree is a big part of the solution  

So what……. ICRAF or The World Agroforestry Centre were just so good, no they were 
exceptional hosts and I was humbled by their willingness to share their work – see the 
appendix with the members of staff who briefed me and the topics included: Land 
restoration project; Senior Economist; Soil and Plant Laboratory - High throughput, large 
scale land health management for monitoring sustainability; Seed Gene bank Laboratory - 
Tree germplasm improvement and conservation for poverty alleviation in small holder 
farmers; Genetics Resources Unit Manager, African Orphan Crops Consortium Laboratory - 
Sequencing description and annotation of 101 new agricultural species to harness the full 
potential of agricultural plant diversity; Genomics Scientist, Living Soils - Living component 
of the soil; Dendrochronology Lab; Genomics Manager; Water Management, ICRAF Eastern 
and Southern Africa; East Africa Programme Coordinator – DRYDEV; Soil System Scientist, 
Systems Theme & Global Communications 
 

 

 
http://www.worldagroforestry.org/resource-centre 

https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8405
http://www.leemoor.net/
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There were many findings that I was staggered by:- 

➢ The interaction between groundwater and trees – in many arid countries alien trees 

such as eucalyptus are being blamed for altering the water table. In fact there are 

many positives if the trees are planted correctly and as in the UK can be used to 

‘slow the flow’ of flooding 

➢ The interaction between the fauna and flora especially at a microbiological level is 

very complex but the ecosystems of the soil have many benefits which I am studying 

➢ That there are 101 underutilised indigenous trees and only six have been genetically 

studied, ICRAF has a £million laboratory tool looking at each one and seeing how the 

genetic optimisation can be utilised to feed, shelter, heal, heat and provide for 

Africans from their own trees in their own continent 

➢ That such expertise exists as a global resource and has been working away for over 

40 years was a very pleasant fact worth linking into in the UK 

➢ The sheer diversity of solutions to humanities problems that trees can deliver, as per 

the “What can a tree do?” link above  

And perhaps lastly, a lovely moment when the scientists were talking about the difficulty of 

changing the behaviour of sub-Saharan dryland farmers in grassroots projects and I smiled 

and said they could be describing farmers in the UK. The arguments, negotiations and 

culture are very similar and as such we can indeed learn from ICRAF far more than I had 

thought. #knowledge transfer #intermediaries #science #demonstration #idea ownership 

Forestry is increasingly becoming the solution to many of the world’s urgent 

environmental problems and integrating it with farming is creating a lot of extra benefits 

So what…….everywhere I looked this was coming out as a truth. The time we live in though 

also has people who have an agenda to suggest the answers are a little too easy?  An 

example:  flooding can be stopped by trees! In reality it is a lot more complicated than that. 
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‘Yes, but’ applies to many of the examples I looked at. ‘Right tree, right place’ is a good 

starting point but let us look a bit further at trees and water. 

➢ Trees can ‘slow the flow’ and reduce sedimentation of water courses 

➢ They can replace invasive species that lower the water tables of arid locations 

➢ Trees can guide water during flash floods into dams  

➢ There is Co2 sequestration and offset. Creation of embedded carbon within building 

materials, the best lock-up, gives the wood a concrete displacement role   

➢ Tree-based food and medicines replacing cash crops for the local community 

➢ Climate change modification: shade to crops and animals to mitigate against 

extreme sunshine, heat or even rain or snow 

➢ The integration of trees, plants and animals is only now beginning to be fully 

understood 

Case study 

https://tinyurl.com/ujwosh8 
 

 

 

There are huge amounts of experience but very little here in the UK in recent history 

So what…….The UK is a proud country with a tendency to reinvent the wheel, I saw this with 

biomass heating a decade or so ago. In most cases the knowledge to grow agroforestry in 

the UK is there, embedded in the heads and writings of the pioneers in the UK. I have met 

many of them at UK agroforestry events and in the literature review in doing this 

Fellowship. The world is rarely changed by reasonable people and I thank those individuals 
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and organisations for being focused as early adopters. The next phase is a scale-up phase in 

which intermediaries are very important. In this Fellowship I make the arguments for why 

farming should change in the light of farm subsidies heading for oblivion, climate change 

becoming a fact that can no longer be ignored and a transition to funding for Natural 

Capital. So a path is set forward which is achievable. 

Trees are far more complex than I had previously realised and their benefits not fully 

tapped 

So what…….The UK has huge scope and I hope I can reiterate the sources of information I 

have discovered, I need to get the level of knowledge greatly expanded and speak the 

metaphoric  ‘language’ of the audience. Investment in research and development and 

transnational co-operation needs to be hugely increased. A shift away from timber incomes 

and agricultural commodity values (plus any direct payments as subsidies) to a more 

complex, sustainable and interconnected world is required. Two new mantras 

❖ It needs to be easier to do the right thing 

❖ Natural capital has to be fully recognised and those providing it are fully 

remunerated  

It will not be easy to change things in the UK as there is a perfect storm coming to the doors 
of the farmers and growers in this country. My links with the NFU, LEAF and the CLA make 
me think there are arguments to be won as change comes to those designing the landscape 
of the future. There is great work in the background by Defra and linked to it the RSA as well 
as individual single-issue pressure groups. I talked to the World Wildlife Fund about their 
forestry lobbying (https://www.worldwildlife.org/initiatives/forests) as well as accreditation 
organisations such as PEFC (https://www.pefc.org/) and FSC (https://us.fsc.org/en-
us/certification) in the forestry accreditation business.  

  



23 
 

Conclusion and Recommendations  

 

• That all of the key stakeholders – starting with Defra – receive this report  

On the face of it this seems simple, drop an email or arrange a meeting with Defra? The 

truth is I want to make my interaction effective through the consultations that will precede 

the Agriculture Bill and the Tree Strategy. There is opportunity to use my Forestry England 

and RSA links to try to get access to Zac Goldsmith (Defra Minister) and Sir William Worsley 

(Tree Champion), as well as the relevant leaders or officers of the NFU, CLA, Tenant Farmers 

Association as well as Natural England and the Environment Agency. This is a world I have 

worked in and I would also look to colleagues in the House of Commons and the Lords. 

• That formal links are made between World Agroforestry and The Princes Countryside 

Foundation to link Commonwealth and the UK through agroforestry 

In visiting the Nairobi and ICRAF I asked about the connections to the UK. The Executive 

Director Tony Simons has UK links but apart from a small number of time-limited academic 

collaborations there are not strong alliances between Britain and The World Agroforestry 

Centre. I will send a message through those I know in The Princes Countryside Foundation 

and see what the response is. I know they are open to it in Africa and the idea of linking HRH 

the Prince of Wales through his increasing Commonwealth role would seem to me worthy of 

consideration. I am an ex Business in the Community rural programme manager and have 

had His Royal Highness visit my farm some decades ago, I will take advice and check 

protocol on this recommendation. 

• That there should be an increase in tree planting but without extra plastic for tree 

protection. (I have set up Chestnut Natural Capital Ltd to produce biodegradable tree 

guards) 

I have won European funding through ERDF to carry out research into the materials and 

design of the guards and potentially weed mats. I am also this week applying for a multi- 

partner project for several hundred thousand pounds from the Innovation Competition, 

Innovation Funding Service. Pastoral tree planting and arable tree planting combinations will 

need tree protection. An example is the walnut and sheep combination that requires 

substantial guarding to get the walnut trees to a safe size by stopping the grazing of young 

shoots. Rewilding often fails because of deer and domesticated animal grazing. Secondly the 

world is saturated in unwanted plastics and microbeads entering the soil from decomposing 

PET1 or PVC plastic. This seems ridiculous in 2020. My innovation may well solve an age-old 

problem of a plastic and chemical-free tree planting and protection cycle. It is very possible 

that agroforestry will be held back unless a plastic-free tree planting solution can be 

invented. 

• That I deliver a paper to the 2021 Oxford Farming Conference, to my colleagues in 

the RSA and to The Worshipful Company of Farmers and attend an international 

conference on agroforestry in 2020  
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In a year’s time both Oxford Farming conferences will take place and I would be arranging to 

work with The Worshipful Company of Farmers and discussion Societies such as The Kelso 

Discussion Society  as well as the East Pennines WCMT Association at which I gave a 5- 

minute taster at the Autumn 2019 gathering. The next major European agroforestry event is 

in Sardinia in May 2020 and could be well-timed and lead to further good publicity.  

https://www.ofc.org.uk/ 

What are my next steps?   

▪ Join the various organisations who are here to push agroforestry 
▪ Get funding to grow Chestnut Natural capital limited and to develop a genuine, 

weather/pest appropriate tree guard and weed map that is plant polymer based 
▪ There is the opportunity to catch up with the European Federation in Sardinia in May 

2020for which I would apply for funding and ask for a reduced conference fee 
https://www.euraf2020.eu/schedule/  

▪ Finding ways to make all of my photographs, links, and documents visible and 
searchable to anyone wanting to dig into the detail 

▪ To understand how I can make best use of this next six months before graduation 
and to build the momentum as the relevant legislation moves through parliament as 
well as working out an effective route to the Welsh, Northern Irish and Scottish 
devolved administrations 

 

 

https://africa.fsc.org/m.moodley@fsc.org
mailto:ian@sustainableheatingsolutions.com
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Appendices 

 

Transforming lives and landscapes with trees 

Author: Ian Brown  

Ian Brown, from Northumberland, and Chair of the Forestry Commission's North East 
Forestry and Woodland Advisory Committee, will travel to Belgium, Denmark, Germany, 
Sweden, Kenya, South Africa and Tanzania to explore the benefits of planting trees on 
farmland. He will share his findings with the farming and forestry sectors in the UK. 

Initial thoughts from my application 
I started planting trees aged 24 and planted 25Ha, planting up 20% of the rented farm I 

had. I handed back the farm in 2012 but believe that multi-functional forestry is entering a 

new era. Rising timber prices, new uses for timber and climate change, as well rising air 

pollution, extreme weather and the removal of European designed land use schemes. 

 

The future of the British uplands has always been fine-tuned economically and socially, 

trees may be part of the solution as landscapes change 

I would welcome a global prospective by going to Kenya to visit the World Agroforestry 

Centre I have chosen to take their mission statement 'Transforming lives and landscapes 

with trees' and then to go to Sweden to see how the Scandinavians approach the fact that 

farmers are foresters and foresters farmers; compare that to the UK where the 

professions are usually separated and agroforestry is seen as a way of increasing 

productivity for both trees and crops as well as increasing biodiversity. I intend to 

demonstrate that there is synergy in having more trees in the landscape and indeed 

embedded in the farmed areas. I already have good links to British farming academia, 

research facilities such as FERA and the farming unions. I would plan to interact with them 

upon my return, sharing my findings and thoughts and encourage new pilot schemes and 

demonstrations, similar to my own back in 1995 when I was a forestry authority centre of 

excellence. Through LEAF the best farmers will be able to learn from it. 

Kenya - World Agroforestry Centre, United Nations Avenue, Nairobi,- Transforming lives 

and landscapes with trees is their mission statement and this is their world Headquarters, 

I wish to spend time here as well as seeing some African examples to show that the UK 

can transform its own landscape but also to link to a global network. The UK government 

invests in tree base projects as do UK based philanthropists I aim to discover more about 

who is doing what and do disseminate that. Trees all share the same air around the world 

and the UK has a significant role. The site in Kenya holds global knowledge I want to 

access. 

Sweden - seen very much as a country that has trees at the centre of its focus, for example 

building with wood to reduce the carbon footprint of construction. High rise timber is now 

https://www.wcmt.org.uk/users/ianbrown2019
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possible and an innovation project to make UK timber beams is being carried out. 

Timber/tree based entrepreneurship will be my focus and my take home messages are for 

wood inclined entrepreneurs & professionals 

I currently have a regional role with the Forestry Commission as the Chair of the Forestry 

and Woodland Advisory Committee, I will be sharing my conclusions with my fellow chairs 

as well as the Forestry Commission leadership in this their forthcoming centenary year. I 

would also be asking to speak at the Oxford Farming Conference in January 2020 as well 

as the annual conference of the National Farmers Union (NFU). The Country Land and 

Business Association and NFU have senior advisors who are key intermediaries with 

landowners. As the regional Chair of Linking the Environment and Farming (LEAF), there 

are innovation training days and the organisation has newsletters both of which I would 

utilise to get my findings 'out there', they are the premier knowledge transfer group 

amongst. I will be encouraging FERA; York based research group who would consider 

research activity on these topics. Defra civil servants are very open to a conversation now 

that The Agriculture Bill is published and that change is coming 

Foy myself I see this as increasing my knowledge. I currently have applied to be a 

Commissioner of the Forestry Commission England as well as for a role with The 

Woodland Trust - I am a member - helping set up The Northern Forest. 

More importantly I plan to let people know that there are synergies and possibilities for 

more trees and agroforestry. I also am keen to feed in to the RSA - Royal Society for the 

Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce - building on their commission on 

food and farming. I am a regular attending member of the RSA in the north east and 

Edinburgh and am aware there is ways for fellows to feed information out to other 

members and interested parties.  

I also would be using the Worshipful Company of Farmers - I am part of their alumni - and 

will be asking to speak at their annual training event. 

 

My Fellowship will lead to new thinking, case studies, conversations and media interest in 

the multi-functionality of trees and that trees can transform lives and landscapes 
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Name:  IAN EDWARD BROWN   Year: 2019   

Places and countries with dates                      Names of organisations you intend to visit 

 

9th April UK Conference – Loddington             LEAF, Stoneleigh booked onto event 

Leicestershire       

10th to 14th April Stockholm, Sweden Meeting Vi Agroforestry. Application to visit has 

been made                

14th April to 17th April                                        The Danish Forestry extension Forestry  

Copenhagen, Denmark                                      Commission asked to make introduction for me    

18th April to 20th April                                        Spreewald flood plain, direct letter to them as  

Lubben, Germany                                               well as utilising my MEP’s office 

20th April to 23rd April                                       Colleague from many years ago in CEJA         

Worms, Germany                                                he will show me around and explain viticulture    

25th April to 28th April                                        Visiting senior executive of Trafigura on  

Geneva, Switzerland                                          sustainability and carbon offset issues.  

28th April to 2nd May                                          Brussels for the European and other policy 

Brussels, Belgium                                               organisations. Spoken to the NFU BAB office   

3rd May to 10th May                                           UN headquarters in Nairobi, World Agroforestry  

Nairobi, Kenya                                                    Centre 

10th May to 18th May                                          Dar Es Salaam, contact Malcolm Docherty who  

Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania                                    introduce me to forestry department  

19th May to 25th May                                         E mailing the Embassy through the DIT  

Cape Town, South Africa                                   organisation Nick Neale local contact 

 

 

Fellow’s Itinerary  

 



28 
 

 

 

World Agroforestry welcomes  
Ian Brown  

ICRAF Headquarters Nairobi, Kenya 
6 to 9 May 2019 

 

Date Time Activity Venue 

07-May-2019 09:00 – 10:00 Attend a session on Land 
restoration project 

Boardroom 

07-May-2019 14:30 – 15:00 Meeting with Kai, Mausch, Senior 
Economist 

Kai’s office 

07-May-2019 10:00 -11:30  Campus and Laboratory Tours  
 
Soil and Plant Laboratory - High 
throughput, large scale land health 
management for monitoring 
sustainability 
Elvis Weullow, Laboratory 
Manager 
 
Seed Gene bank Laboratory - Tree 
germplasm improvement and 
conservation for poverty 
alleviation in small holder farmers 
Alice Muchugi, Genetics Resources 
Unit Manager 
 
African Orphan Crops Consortium 
Laboratory - Sequencing 
description and annotation of 101 
new agricultural species to harness 
the full potential of agricultural 
plant diversity 
Prasad Hendre, Genomics Scientist 
 
Living Soils - Living component of 
the soil 
David Lelei, Research Associate 
 
Dendrochronology Lab 
Edith Anyango, Laboratory 
Technician, Systems Theme 
 

Laboratories 
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07-May-2019  14:30 – 15:00 Meeting with Prasad Hendre, 
AOCC Genomics Manager 

Prasad’s office 

08-May-2019 09:00 – 09:30 Meeting with Malesu Maimbo, 
Programme Coordinator – Water 
Management, ICRAF Eastern and 
Southern Africa 

Malesu’s office 

08-May-2019 11:30 - 
12:00noon  

Meeting with Sola Phosiso, East 
Africa Programme Coordinator - 
DRYDEV 

Sola’s office 

09-May-2019 10:00 -11:30  Meeting with Leigh Winowiecki, 
Soil System Scientist, Systems 
Theme 

Leigh’s Office 

 
 
ICRAF DELEGATES 

• Dr. Kai Mausch, Senior Economist, Impact Unit 

• Dr. Leigh Ann Leigh Winowiecki, Soil System Scientist, Systems Theme  

• Mr. Malesu Maimbo, Programme Coordinator – Water Management, ICRAF Eastern 
and Southern Africa Region  

• Dr. Sola Phosiso, East Africa Programme Coordinator – DRYDEV, Impact Unit  

• Mr. Elvis Weullow, Laboratory Manager, Soils Theme 

• Dr. Alice Muchugi, Genetics Resources Unit Manager, Trees Theme 

• Dr. Prasad Hendre, Genomics Scientist, Trees Theme 

• Dr. David Lelei, Research Associate, Systems Theme 

• Mr. Julius Njoroge Catherine Muthuri, Scientist, Systems Theme 

• Ms. Edith Anyango, Laboratory Technician, Systems Theme 

 

 

 

 

 

 


