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Caring for our Natural Environment 
Programme Brief

Background
The UK’s natural environment continues to face significant pressures, alongside increasing recognition of its importance for wellbeing, community resilience, public health and quality of life. These challenges are complex and interconnected, requiring approaches that consider both environmental outcomes and social context.
This programme recognises that the natural environment is shaped by how we use, value and interact with it. There is a need for work that not only protects and restores the natural environment but also considers how it can be enhanced and made more accessible and meaningful to all communities.
Caring for Our Natural Environment was first launched in 2023. So far, Fellows have explored practical approaches to protecting, restoring and enhancing the UK’s natural environment across a wide range of contexts, including species reintroduction, land use, urban environments, youth engagement, and public services.
This programme will continue to support individuals working closest to these challenges, enabling them to learn from international practice, develop new approaches and share insights that can improve policy, practice and public understanding in the UK. At the heart of the Fellowship is the expectation that this learning is applied to drive change in the UK.
You can find more information about the projects supported under this programme on our website. Exploring a similar issue will not count against your application, but we encourage you to consider your unique perspective and approach.  

Why this programme matters
The natural environment underpins the health, wellbeing and resilience of people and places across the UK. However, access to and benefits from the natural environment are not equally shared, and many ecosystems continue to face pressure and decline.
There is a continued need for informed, practice-based work that considers:
· how the natural environment can be protected, restored and enhanced 
· how people and communities can better understand, engage with and participate in shaping the natural environment 
· how access to the benefits of the natural environment can be made more equitable 
· how changes in how we use and value the natural environment will shape future policy and practice 

What we are looking for
This programme supports projects that seek to protect, restore and enhance the UK’s natural environment. We are particularly interested in approaches that involve communities in shaping decisions about the natural environment, alongside work that explores how relationships with the natural environment are changing over time.
Projects can come from any area of society, but should fall into one or more of the following categories:
· Addressing nature degradation
Developing practical approaches to improving the condition of the natural environment, its causes and effects, including restoration, protection and enhancement of natural systems and landscapes.
· Understanding and engaging with the natural environment
Increasing understanding, appreciation and engagement with the natural environment through participatory approaches that involve stakeholders and communities especially those that are underrepresented in this work.
· Fair and equitable access to the natural environment
Exploring how access to the benefits of the natural environment can be improved across all communities, reducing barriers and addressing inequalities in access and experience.
· Changing how we use and value the natural environment
Examining how evolving patterns of land use, development and societal values affect the natural environment, and exploring approaches that support more sustainable and informed decision-making.
Over the past three years, many applications have proposed visits to the US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. While your choice of countries will not affect your application, we welcome project proposals that draw on learning and best practice from a wider range of countries.

Developing your application
When developing your application, we encourage you to:
· identify a clearly defined environmental challenge or opportunity 
· explain how your project contributes to protecting, restoring or enhancing the natural environment 
· consider how people, communities and systems interact with the natural environment 
· show how your learning could contribute to change in policy, practice or communities in the UK 
We also run a Climate Change programme under our Environment universal theme. You can only apply into one programme, but we recognise that both our Environment-themed programmes are linked, so we welcome applications that straddle both programmes, e.g. nature-based approaches that help communities address the causes and impacts of climate change. 

Who should apply
We are looking for people with novel ideas, the passion and potential to make a real difference to their community or professional sector, and we assess on future possibilities not only past achievements. We value both lived and learned experience and prioritise those less likely to receive funding from elsewhere.
We particularly encourage applications from:
· people working in farming, land management, conservation, planning, local government and environmental bodies 
· individuals in national parks, statutory bodies and arm’s-length organisations 
· community groups, activists and practitioners working on local environmental challenges 
· educators, youth workers and outdoor learning professionals 
· civil servants and policymakers working on land use, environment and place-based policy
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