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No deaf person should visit the French capital without seeing the “Musee Universal des Sourdes-
Muets” at the Institution National des Sourds-Muets de Paris, 254 Rue Saint Jacques. Indeed, to 
all, deeply interested in the deaf, the Museum is well worth a special visit to Paris to see. There is 
no institution like it in Britain: there is nothing like it in go-ahead USA; it is, as yet, unique. 

 
                                                                                        The British Deaf Monthly Vol. VI (p.265), 1897 

 
 

he Winston Churchill Memorial Trust in February 
2006 awarded me its Travelling Fellowship in order 
to undertake a 2-month long study tour on deaf 

museums and archival centres in Europe, the USA and 
Canada starting from 3rd September until 5th November 
2006. My category for the fellowship was Conservation of 
Archives, Manuscripts and Books. 

 T
 
The main objective of my study tour was to examine how 
deaf museums and archival centres are operated and funded 
with a view of me submitting a detailed report to the British 
Deaf History Society. The said society is in the process of 
making applications for funding to set up the National Deaf 
Archives in the UK thus meeting one of its main objectives. 
The other objective of my Churchill Fellowship was to 
establish a network of curators of deaf museums and 
archival centres in order to develop their services further, 
drawing from the experiences of each other. From my 
professional standpoint as university lecturer of Deaf Studies, I am interested in how accessible 
these institutions are to students of Deaf Studies and sign language interpreting. 
 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Norway, Finland and Russia 
were destinations in the European leg of my study tour. For the American leg, I visited 
Washington DC, Frederick (MA), Staunton (VA), Hartford (CT) and Rochester (NY) before 
crossing over the border to Toronto in Canada. 
 
I was very warmly welcomed by curators of museums and archival centres of differing sizes. 
They were so willing to share their experiences and expertise. Some centres are run on 
professional lines; others being committee-led; and there are also those run on a voluntary basis. 
The museums and archival centres are funded by many different sources, some from the 
governments, through national deaf associations, from education institutional budgets and from 
deaf communities. 
 
In order to reduce communication problems, which can be very time-consuming in a tight 
schedule of visits, that may have arisen during my Churchill Fellow study tour, Martin Ring of 
Milton Keynes was engaged at accompany me as the BSL/English interpreter. I am greatly 
indebted to his excellent professional services thus making my study tour more informative and 
academic.  
 
As I have met numerous people, indeed well over 100 individuals, during my visit over the two 
months, it is not possible to acknowledge every person here but those who are paramount are 
acknowledged below.  
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Grateful thanks must be made to the Air Vice-Marshal Nigel Sudborough, the Director-General 
of the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust and his staff for their unstinting support towards the 
success of my study tour. It is really an honour for me to be awarded the prestigious Churchill 
Fellow for I have been a great admirer of Sir Winston since my boyhood having amassed a 
library of his works alongside biographies of him and the members of his family, philatelic 
miscellany relating to Sir Winston, collections of cigarette and trade cards and Churchilliana. It 
would be seen ironic when I mention here that I contributed a half-crown towards the newly-
established Winston Churchill Memorial Trust in 1965 and also, I persuaded the Principal of my 
school to authorise the collection from pupils towards the Trust in place of the usual charity one 
Sunday. 
 
As I was absent for two months, acknowledgments of profound nature must be made to Jill 
Williams, the Associate Dean at the School of Humanities, Languages and Social Sciences at the 
University of Wolverhampton and my lecturing colleagues for permitting me to undertake the 
“chance-of-a-lifetime” opportunity of travel during the first semester of the academic year of 
2006-2007. 
 
Special mention and thanks must be made to Professor Geoff Hurd, the Pro-Vice Chancellor of 
the University of Wolverhampton and also, to Peter W Jackson, the Hon. Secretary of the British 
Deaf History Society for writing letters of reference in support of my application for the Churchill 
Fellowship. Grateful acknowledgements must also be extended to my professional colleague and 
neighbour, Sally Burrows for her skilful proofreading and advice on the use of English while 
preparing this Report and also, to Gordon Hay for his IT expertise on the layout of this Report. 
 
Finally, I am greatly indebted to my dear wife, Shirley Ann and our two beloved sons, Gordon 
and David for their support in my quest to promote and enhance Deaf Culture and History 
through Deaf Museums and Archival Centres. 
 
 
 
John A Hay, FRSA 
Churchill Fellow 2006 
Wolverhampton 
May 2007 
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This (Deaf) Museum is not intended as a casual show, to be seen once and forgotten. Its 
pretensions are nobler; it has a humanitarian aim. By its solid and tangible evidences, making 
history memorable and attractive by illustration, it serves a double purpose: to dispel ignorance 
and prejudice regarding the deaf, and to raise the victims of this prejudice and ignorance to their 
true level in society. 

 
The British Deaf Monthly, Vol. VI (p.265) 1897 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

ome 110 years have elapsed since the statement about the Universal Deaf Museum made in 
The British Deaf Monthly, yet still no such museum exists in the United Kingdom although 
we have only two libraries specialising on deaf publications – the RNID Library in the Ear, 

Nose and Throat Clinic in Gray’s Inn Road, London and the Ryland Library housed in the 
University of Manchester.  

 S
 
As the British Deaf History Society is currently engaged in making applications for funds from 
various sources with a view to setting up the National Archives somewhere in the UK, it gives me 
a unique opportunity to visit museums and archival centres to ascertain sizes of sites, their 
operations, maintenance and sources of funds. 
 
For the report, although I was accompanied by Martin Ring, my BSL/English interpreter, for the 
whole duration of my study tour, I have used the first person in the text. I sincerely hope that 
Martin would not be offended and feel he was an Invisible Man! 
 
 
BELGIUM 
 
Fevlado, Coupure Rechts 314, 9000 Ghent 
www.fevlado.be
 
When I was visiting Fevlado (Federatie van 
Vlaamse Doven, translated as Flemish Deaf 
Federation) in Ghent, they were near completion 
of two projects that were funded by the Flemish 
government. The projects were a) research into the 
history of the Flemish Deaf community with a 
view to issuing publication in two formats – DVD 
and in printed word and b) an on-line cataloguing 
of archives of several deaf organisations based in 
the Flemish-speaking parts of Belgium. Both 
projects were conducted by Fevlado-Diversus, a 
‘branch’ of Fevlado. 
 
The success in securing funding for these projects was made possible through the strong and 
patriotic governmental promotion of the Flemish language and Flemish Culture which in turn 
encompasses Flemish Sign Language (VGT – Vlassmse Gebarentaal) and Flemish Deaf Culture. 
That was the reason for the production of the DVD version of the Flemish Deaf History with its 
launch in December 16th 2006 before the issuing of the book in the late summer/early autumn. 
This 4-year long project was conducted by two part-time project workers, Ingeberg Scheris and 
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Liesje Raemdonate. It is envisaged that the History project will continue but as part of the 
National Oral History Project. 
 
The cataloguing of archives executed by Brem Bealaert, has taken 3 years to complete with 
October 2006 being the deadline. Twenty two collections have so far been recorded with 8 
entered on-line. Another five collections are kept within an in-house database while the remaining 
four are part of the Flanders public register of “private” archives. Cataloguing is carried out in 
accordance to ISAD (International Standard Archival Description) conditions. Archives are 
currently kept in the attic but in inappropriate conditions.  
 
One thing that struck me most was the employment of project workers who were all hearing 
because the remit of the Government when funding projects determined that all projects must be 
carried out by professional people or graduates in appropriate subjects. The History project had 
one working as a Sign Language Interpreter on a part-time basis (Ingeberg) and another History 
graduate (Liesje). Brem is a graduate of History and has experience in archiving elsewhere before 
joining the Fevlado staff. These two projects rely on participation by Deaf people on a voluntary 
basis with little reimbursement for their services. 
 
Fédération Francophone Sourds des Belgique (FFSB), Rue Van Eyck 11 a Bte 4, 1050 
Brussels 
www.ffsb.be
 
On the spur of the moment, instead of the planned visit to savour the artworks of Herge of Tintin 
fame and the creator of the absent-minded and deaf Professor Calculus, Bernard le Maire, my 
Belgian host drove me to the headquarters of FFSB (Belgian Federation of French-speaking Deaf 
People) where the Deafness Information and Documentation Centre (CIDS), is based. This centre 
which is administered by Madame Lydia Lallemand, a hearing professional librarian, is more like 
a resources centre on deafness open to deaf people and families with deaf children by 
appointment.  
 
The CIDS makes charges for loans of books from its “biblothèque” and videotapes from its 
“vidéothèque”. The book collection on one long wall has publications all in French with literature 
coming from France as well, but unfortunately does not include “old” books. Lydia working for 
the CIDS for the past 11 years, has created an album of newspaper cuttings pertaining to deafness 
in the French-speaking part of Belgium, few of which are reprinted in the Federation journal. Its 
computer database of resources can be accessed on the website. The resources centre covers 
three-quarters of the middle-sized room with the remaining space being occupied by the 
environmental aids technician. The CIDS has close collaboration with the Paris-based IDDA 
(Information Documentation sur la Déficiene Auditive) 
 
The Koninklijk Instituut Woluwe voor doven en blinden, Georges Henrilaan 278, Brussels 
www.kiwoluwe.org
 
The imposing and majestic Royal Institution for the Deaf and the Blind has a museum which is 
housed in a large airy room with high ceilings. It contains an exhibition of materials relating to 
education of both deaf people and blind people. The museum is open to the public by 
appointment although the School participates in Monument Days. These are held twice a year 
when places of interest, but still in private hands, are open to the public to explore their 
architectural gems. 
 

 6 
John A Hay, FRSA 

Winston Churchill Travelling Fellow 
May 2007 

http://www.ffsb.be/
http://www.kiwoluwe.org/


Deaf Museums and Archival Centres 
 

The museum includes teaching materials 
of the past. Samples of correspondence 
from L’Abbe Sicard of Paris are exhibited. 
The Director of the Institution, Paul 
Vervloessem, takes great pride in archival 
materials pertaining to the institution’s 
long history. He is currently in the process 
of developing the museum and also, 
improving conservation aspects of 
archival records in the attic where old 
school records, old film reels and deaf-
related magazines are kept there. There is 
a need to catalogue resources but the 
budgeting of the institution is an issue. 
Another issue needing to be addressed is 

obviously the confidentiality of school records so some consideration has to be made on how 
much of these can be accessed by researchers.  
 
The Robert Dresse Museum, ASBL SUR’Cite, rue Waleffe 2, 4020 Liege 
www.surcite.eu/pages/rdresse.html
 
The Robert Dresse Museum, based on the first floor of the Centre Socio-culturel des Sourds et 
Malentendants de Liege (Leige Socio-cultural Centre for Deaf and Maladjusted Deaf People), 
has an array of deaf-related materials from the turn of the 20th century. These were originally 
collected by Robert Dresse, father of a deaf son, Armand and a businessman of great importance 
and influence.  
 
The life and works of Armand Dresse, who was, for many years, the Treasurer of the CISS 
(Comite Internationale Sports Silenceux, which is the Deaf equivalent of the International 
Olympics Committee), are appropriately exhibited here. The remainder of the exhibits include 
deaf magazines, mostly from the 1920s and the 1930s issued from all over the world; posters 
publicising deaf events both in Belgium and beyond; portraits of distinguished Deaf Belgians. An 
attempt is being made to expand from the present two rooms into another room to accommodate 
the ever-expanding collection of materials. 
 
The museum which is open every fortnight on a Tuesday evening is maintained on voluntary 
basis by my Belgian host, Bernard le Maire, himself the grandson of the said Armand. The 
Museum can also be opened by appointment to coincide with national or international deaf events 
being held in Liege.  
 
When I was there, the Mayor of Liege made his visit and toured the Deaf Centre including the 
museum. To celebrate this Mayoral visit, I took part in the Evening Barbecue along with the club 
members. Following an invitation of the Centre President (du Conseil d’administration), Maurice 
Hayard, I gave a short address to the audience on the purpose of my Winston Churchill Travelling 
Fellowship study tour with the assistance of Bernard who interpreted my International Signs 
delivery into BFSL (Belgian French Sign Language). 
Koninklijk Insitituut Spermalie, Snaggaardstraat 9, 8000 Bruges 
www.ki-spermalie.be
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The Archives of Charles-Louis Carton is based within at the Deaf and Blind Institution Spermalie 
in Bruges. Carton (1802-1863) established a school for the deaf and the blind in Bruges in 1836. 
The antiquation publications I observed here, originate from all over Europe and date from as 
early as the 17th century. Two books which caught my eye were Carton’s observations of his 
tour of the UK issued in 1834 and Souvenirs de Mon Voyage en Angleterre published in 1838. 
 
The unpaid curator, Bart Demuynck (who styles himself as Co-ordinator) gave a short 
PowerPoint presentation on the history of the Archives and the apparent need for further 
conservation measures to preserve its valuable assets. The collection was originally hidden away 
for some 100 years until a few years ago. 
 
I had lunch as a guest of the Mother Superior of the Institution, Zuster Denise Missiaen along 
with Bart and Paul Elsen, a member of the Bruges Historical Society. Madame Mieke 
Vanderbeke, Bart’s wife, who works in the school as both teacher and interpreter, joined us for a 
short time. Several issues regarding accessibility to the archival collections especially those 
housed in private school premises were discussed. Currently the Carton Archives are available to 
academia by appointment. Bart has been actively engaged in cataloguing the Archive collection 
on a part-time basis since 2002. It is intended to seek funds to create proper secure shelving. 
Some rare books are currently kept in safes and others are stored in an unorthodox manner. 

 
The exhibits, which mainly embrace teaching 
and speech training aids, are haphazardly 
displayed in small rooms. Zuster Denise showed 
me a beautiful piece of the work - a white cotton 
dress for a baby-sized doll - executed by a pupil 
named Cecile Hebin No. 377 (1875 – 1937). 
There is great potential to develop a properly 
constructed museum along with the Carton 
archives.  

 
The Institution also, has a well-appointed School Library consisting of modern books, mostly on 
education issues, from all over the world. I even spotted some of my own publications there! The 
Library, run by Marc Dauw, supported by his assistant, and who are both qualified in 
librarianship, is frequented by teachers from inside and outside the school thus making it a 
resource centre. 
 
Dovemuseum Broeder Leothard, Ledeberg 
(Brother Leothard Deaf Museum) 
http://users.skynet.be/dovencentrum.emmaus/dovenmuseum.htm
 
It came to my notice after completing my study tour that a new museum, Brother Leothard Deaf 
Museum, based in the Emmaus Deaf Centre in Ledeberg near Ghent was officially opened on 29th 
September 2006, a few weeks after my departure from Belgium! 
 
 
 
 
THE NETHERLANDS 
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Werkgrroep Amsterdame Doven Historie, SWDA, The Deaf Meeting Centre, 
Stadhouderskade 89, Amsterdam  
(Website under construction) 
 
The Amsterdam Deaf History Workgroup has one exhibition room, one workroom and one small 
office based at the Deaf Meeting Place which delightfully overlooks one of the canals. The group, 
established in 1980, is run by a committee of enthusiastic amateurs under the secretaryship of 
Marijke Scheffener. The members of the group have different levels of hearing loss ranging from 
signing profoundly deaf to oral deafened thus enabling a wide range of Deaf History to be 
covered.  
 
In meeting its primary aim of collecting history data and pictures/photos in order to publish books 
about the past and present of the Amsterdam Deaf Community, the Group has an interesting 
collection of photos dating from 1884. The Workgroup holds changing exhibitions relevant to 
Deaf events being held around Amsterdam thus enticing participants to have a look at the history 
related to their particular interests.  
 
The Workgroup also produces a number of videos and DVDs covering episodes from the past, 
including times of the German occupation, thus reflecting the concept of Signed History which is 
the deaf equivalent of Oral History.  
 
The Workgroup has been supported by Amsterdam City 
Council in the form of annual grants for the past seven 
years but, unfortunately, the grant ceased recently. A bid 
for funding from the European Social Fund is progressing. 
A hearing young member of the Workgroup, herself a 
History student with a consuming interest in Dutch Sign 
Language, has to plough through pages and pages of 
application documentation!  
 
The Library and Museum of the Deaf Community of the Southern Netherlands, Stichting 
Welzÿn & Zorg Doven Zuid Holland, Niclaasplein 15, 2717 EJ Zoetermeer 
www.bm.wedozo.nl
 
Established in 2002, the Deaf Library and Museum covering the Deaf Community living in the 
southern part of the Netherlands, is based in the Zoetermeer Deaf Centre. The origin of the 
Library and Museum was that, in September 2000, Peter Wagenaar, the leader of the local deaf 
community, spotted a pile of deaf-related books unceremoniously dumped outside the Christelijk 
Insitutit Voor Doofstomme Kinden, the school for the deaf. This school, founded in 6th May 1926, 
in the neighbouring town of Voorburg was about to close. These books were ready for sale at 
rock-bottom prices. So Peter, sensing their historical significance to the deaf community, 
obtained permission to take the whole batch home at no charge with an inspiration of establishing 
the Deaf Library somewhere locally. When space in the Zoetermeer Deaf Centre was identified, 
the collection was transported in a series of car journeys from the Wagenaar home much to the 
gratification of Betsy Wagenaar-Jansen, his wife who had had to put up with piles of boxes for 2 
years! 

 9
John A Hay, FRSA 

Winston Churchill Travelling Fellow 
May 2007 

http://www.bm.wedozo.nl/


Deaf Museums and Archival Centres 
 

 
The Library is housed in a large airy room on the first floor 
of the Club premises. As expected, the Library naturally 
keeps receiving artefacts and non-paper archival materials 
from members of the deaf community, including Paul’s 
son, Gerdinard, a Dutch Sign Language interpreter of 
international renown. He continuously donates objects 
related to deaf events that he attends in his professional 
capacity both at home and abroad thus giving the Library 
the dual purpose of also being a museum. This small 
museum is fitted with proper display cabinets complete 
with spotlights. There is a collection of deaf children’s 
books written by a teacher of the deaf, Rene van Harten 
and illustrated by a Deaf artist, Gert Jan de Kleer who died 
of AIDS in August 20th 2006. 
 
At Paul and Betsy’s home where I had my evening meal, 
we discussed the appropriate naming of the Library and 

Museum taking account of its changing function. We came up with an idea that the place would 
be designated as The Deaf Heritage Centre which would incorporate library, museum and 
archives. The on-going concern the Deaf Library is facing is that the Deaf Centre is earmarked to 
be re-located as the local authority is to re-possess the existing Deaf Centre. The challenge the 
Deaf Heritage Centre has to face is the continuing apathy of the general membership of the Deaf 
community and also concerns expressed by the committee on the space used by the library. As 
indicated on architectural drawings of new premises, a small area is allocated to the Deaf Library.  
 
What had greatly interested me, but with concern, is the re-naming of the street, where the deaf 
school used to stand, from its original ‘Effathalaan’ so named after the biblical term for the deaf 
“Efftha” (Ephphatha – meaning “Be opened up”) to ‘Arentsburghlaan’ thus removing its 
historical origin from the general public. 
 
The Deaf Heritage Trail, Groningen 
www.dovenclubhuis.nl
 

My Dutch host, Henk Betten who is distinguished 
for his Dutch Deaf History writings, gave me a 
personal guided walking tour of Deaf Groningen. He 
pinpointed various locations of the deaf school 
founded in 1790 by Henri Daniel Guyot (1753-
1828), who is regarded as the father of Dutch Deaf 
Education. We saw the statue of Guyot in the 
Ossenmarkt (renamed in 1890 as Guyotsplein) in 
front of the school built in 1807 (the very one that 
was requisitioned by the occupying Germans as their 
city HQ during the WW2) and also, the premises 
occupied by deaf children evacuated from their 

school during the German occupation, along with the previous location of Groningen Deaf Club. 
There is a leaflet of this trail created by Henk and his fellow local Deaf History enthusiasts. Henk 
found time to drive me to the cemetery to see the grave of Guyot, en route to the present site of 
the school. 
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The Charles Guyot Archives, The Royal Effatha Guyot Group, Rijsstratweg 63, Haren 
www.effathaguyot.nl
 
Since his retirement 10 years ago, Henk Betten has worked as a voluntary librarian twice a week 
(Tuesdays and Thursdays) at the Charles Guyot Archives which is based in the Royal Effatha 
Guyot Group in Haren, a few miles from Groningen in the northern part of the Netherlands.  
 
The “Bibliotheek Charles Guyot” is so named after Charles Guyot, the son of Henri Daniel. 
Within the School Board room there stands a huge bookcase stretching fully across one wall, so 
high that Henk has to resort to using steps to retrieve books! Another huge identical bookcase is 
situated in the corridor beside the Board Room. Like the one in Spermalie in Bruges, the Library 
has books of great antiquity and value, dating back to the 15th century. Some well-known works 
done by distinguished writers on deaf education during the 17th & 18th centuries, such as 
Delgarno, Sicard, L’Epee and Bulwer, were translated into Dutch and handwritten by Charles 
himself and later bound. A copy of Francis Green’s Vox Oculis Subjecta (1783) is among these 
rare books. 
 
Henk is in the process of cataloguing the books on the computer currently for school’s use. We 
discussed the possibility of an on-line catalogue, something that all archivists should consider, so 
it would assist researchers to identify their most convenient location to access the material. He 
also plans to put the catalogue on the school’s website along with instructions about making 
appointments to view books. 
 
After lunch, Henk guided me to the attic where 
large amounts of archival materials, mostly 
teaching aids and artefacts, are stored. Even a 
signed collection of his own 3-volumed works, 
presented by the President of North Korea, Kim Il 
Sung who paid a visit to the school around 1969, 
is hidden away! The setting-up of a school 
museum demonstrating the historical 
developments of educational methods is 
necessitated – a case of taking them out of their 
hiding place and into the open! 
 
The Royal Effatha Guyot Group is the result of the amalgamation of three deaf schools – a) 
Koninklijk Instutit voor Doven H.D.Guyot (founded in 1790), b) Effatha (1888) and c) Johann 
Conrad Amman School (1911). The school also has its own School Library of deaf-related 
literature, mostly on education, suitable for teachers and parents and it is run by other members of 
the School staff, not Henk. 
 
Henk is currently working on his latest publication which covers pictures and details of the first 
schools for the Deaf of each country throughout Europe. At the school, I also met Annemieke van 
Kampen, a new member of the Deaf History International Bureau, who is the MSc graduate from 
Bristol University’s Deaf Studies Department. 
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The Deaf Museum, Dovenclubhuis, Violenstraat 2, NL-9712 RH, Groningen 
www.dovenclubhuis.nl  
 
The small museum in the Groningen Deaf Club is based within the Deaf Club in the city centre of 
Groningen and opened as recently as January 1st 2005. It has a collection of photographs, an 
archive of documents pertaining to the Deaf Club since its foundation in 1923 and artefacts. The 
committee keeps receiving donated items to enhance the collection further. The museum, run by a 
small committee of which Henk is a member, is situated on the ground floor in the small room 
near the front entrance.  
 
The current problem the Deaf Club is facing is that the building is being compulsorily purchased 
by the local city council for urban regeneration. The eviction date of 1st July 2007 has been set. 
There is a strong campaign mounted by members and their supporters, mostly recruited from sign 
language classes, to ensure that the re-location of the Deaf Clubhouse would be within the city 
centre rather than being relocated to the outskirts of the city. The crucial issue is, wherever the 
new premises may be, there has to be enough space for the continuation of the museum. 
 
I was notified that there is another excellent collection of antiquarian books kept in the Catholic 
Institute for Deaf Children in Sint Michielsgestel. So another venue to visit at a later date! 
 
 
GERMANY 
 
Library for the Hearing and Language Damage Nature, Samuel Heinicke School, Karl 
Seigismund Road 2, D-04317 Leipzig 
www.samuel-heinicke-schule-leipzig.de
 
Leipzig was the only German destination I reached. The peculiar title given to the Library on 
Deafness and Language Disorders has arisen from the translation from German to English on the 
school website. The Library prides itself in having the most extensive collection of literature 
relating to deafness in the German-speaking countries. The school, through its budget allocation 
from the Saxony Regional Government, funds the Library. The Library is opened to the public 
daily at normal times.  

 
The Library was established in 1894 with the 
collection started by Samuel Heinicke’s family 
over three generations. Housed on the third 
floor of the expansive Samuel Heinicke 
School for the Deaf, the Library is under the 
direction of Herr Reinhard Mulleur, senior 
teacher, who is allocated 4 hours a week to 
supervise. We met Joachim Winkler, a retired 
teacher, who is doing his voluntary stint as 
Archivist; I previously knew him as a 
biographer of the Deaf German artist, Erwin 

Spindler, so I purchased a signed copy for my own Deaf Library at home. 
 
The Library area opens onto a large, spacious, airy gallery, featuring works of German deaf artists 
of high calibre such as Spindler and Bloch, and includes portraits of members of the Heinicke 
family, all mounted on the walls. One side forms the reception area manned by two librarians, 
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complete with a display of postcards for sale. Behind the reception area is the cataloguing section 
with a computer to access the database of archives dating from 1990 while there are a number of 
card indexes for pre-1990 material. Unfortunately the database is confined to the school, not yet 
for public access. Beyond the gallery is the vast reading room of about 16 large individual 
reading tables with collections of scenic postcards painted by Erwin Spindler (1860-1926) hung 
on the wall facing windows and a short wall devoted to journals issued from all over the world. 
Off the art gallery there are two stores of an extensive collection of modern books and journals 
that are accessed by teachers. 
 
Reinhard took us to a series of workrooms where a huge amount of archival material relating to 
Samuel Heinicke, teaching materials, illustrations of manual alphabets from all over the world, 
not forgetting rare books, are stored. For the first time, I came across a form of book preservation 
in the shape of the “kassetten” which is an individual purpose-built case-box for the precious 
books. We were shown a rare but extremely fragile Dresden china cup featuring the portrait of 
Samuel Heinicke. 
 
Mounted on two walls in one large corridor near the Library, there is a wonderful array of display 
boards featuring photostats of book covers and pages for children and visitors to view – a painless 
and informal learning experience of Deaf History! 
 
The school itself is very rich with paintings relating to Heinicke’s life and works and scenes of 
the previous Principals’ hometowns mounted throughout. Its massive School Chapel is art itself. 
 
After an enjoyable informative visit, Reinhard took us by tram 
to the South Leipzig cemetery to view the grave of Samuel 
Heinicke (14 April 1727 - 13 April 1790), the Father of the 
‘German Method’ which advocates the Pure Oralist method for 
teaching the deaf. The body of Heinicke, who founded the 
world’s first state school in Leipzig on 10th April 1777, was 
removed from the city cemetery along with the body of the 
noted composer, Johannes Bach, after WW2 as the city 
cemetery was severely damaged by Allied bombings.  
 
I feel so humbly honoured as I have now completed the hat 
trick of seeing graves of the first three pioneers of regularly 
organised education of the deaf in the world, namely Thomas 
Braidwood in Hackney, L’Abbe Michel L’Epee in Paris and 
Heinicke.  
 
 
THE CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
Information Centre on Deafness, Habova 1571, 155 00 Prague 5 - Stodůlky 
www.frpsp.cz
 
The Information Centre on Deafness is based within the offices of the Federace Rodicu a Pratel 
Sluchove Postizenych (Federation of Parents and Families of the Hearing-Impaired) which was 
founded in 1990. The FRPSP offices are situated in former hospital premises which also have the 
educational psychology clinic and the hearing aid clinic. This set-up would give a visitor the 
impression that it is focussed on the medical model of deafness. 

 13
John A Hay, FRSA 

Winston Churchill Travelling Fellow 
May 2007 

http://www.frpsp.cz/


Deaf Museums and Archival Centres 
 

 
The Information Centre is supported by the Ministry of Health which grants 70% of operating 
costs while the FRPSP has to seek the remainder through income generating initiatives, 
sponsorship and donations. It is managed by Vitka Motejzìková who is supported by two 
assistants (one full time and another part-time). 
 
Based in a large room, the Information Centre has some 4500 books, videos and DVDs in stock, 
along with archival materials dating from the 19th century. There are three workstations, which 
are skilfully screened off by shelves and four consulting tables for visitors’ use. One computer 
and a photocopier are readily available for use. The average number of visitors to the Library is 
between 30 and 40 per week, mostly parents and students of deaf-related subjects, e.g. pedagogy, 
Deaf Studies, audiology, etc.  
 
Details of the library and also, the catalogue of the book stock can be accessed on www.frpsp.cz 
with the English text being launched around 23rd September 2006, a couple of days after my visit.  
 
 
DENMARK 
 
The Deaf Museum, Kastelsveg, Copenhagen 

 
The Deaf museum is situated in the basement of the Deaf 
school in Kastelsveg. It is voluntarily managed by the 
Danish Deaf History Society (founded in November 25th 
1981 – nearly 25 years ago). Its voluntary curator, Jan 
William Rasmussen, a retired librarian, is hearing and 
incidentally the father of a deaf woman. The museum is 
open by appointment and on special Open Days when 
Deaf events are being held in Copenhagen, for instance, 
when a party of 200 Swedish visitors came over from 
Malmo across the sea one Sunday recently. 
 
The museum has 6 rooms which are:- 

1) a very cramped library 
2) three well-lit and spacious rooms used as 

exhibition areas 
3) one acting as a demonstration of classroom 

furniture from different eras. 
4) a storage room housing films, videotapes, etc. 

 
I am impressed with the sense of practical economy of the Society with regards to display 
fitments: they use IKEA glass bookcases completed with padlocks and glass shelves – the very 
same ones I have at home to house my book collections! There are display boards featuring 
various aspects of Deaf History mounted on the wall in the corridor. I witnessed a school child 
taking photos of the exhibits for his own private study – a future researcher in the making?  
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grants more difficult. Jan continued by saying that, while Frederickton in Jutland has a large Deaf 
community with factories where a high number of Deaf people work, deaf-related items are 
currently stored out of sight in the cellar of the local Town Museum – something Jan wishes to 
see is such items being donated to the DDHS Museum for greater exposure. 
 
The school does have its own Library for use 
by staff and old books are automatically 
transferred to the Museum as part of the 
history of Deaf Danish Pedagogy. 
 
To illustrate support from other deaf 
organisations towards the success of the Deaf 
Museum, the Danish Deaf Association has 
awarded the Danish Deaf History Society, 
whose membership is in the region of 100, a 
total sum of 25,000 kronas for the past 5 years 
to support the continuation and development 
of the museum. 
 
De Døves Kirke, Falkonergårdsvej 16, 1959 Frederiksberg,  Copenhagen 
www.doeveskirke.dk
 
I visited the Deaf Church as guests of Tomas Kold, the Church Director. The church was founded 
in 1904. In the Director’s office, there is a small museum displaying artefacts of historical 
interest. There is even a gravestone of a noted Danish Deaf activist, Carl Becker (1871-1942), in 
the garden behind the church, having been relocated from a cemetery, to remind the deaf 
community of the great deeds of Becker in his attempt to unify deaf people into a community in 
Denmark, Scandinavia and the rest of the world.  
 
An interesting story I was told – the Church acted as a hiding place for two British airmen during 
the German occupation during WW2. I was shown a bottle of British beer (I can’t reveal the 
brand – or I will claim an advertising commission! Let me whisper - it was brewed in Burton-on-
Trent!) 
 
An interesting historical phenomenon I experienced was about the establishment of the Deaf 
community in Europe in the early 19th century. In the UK most deaf societies were established 
with the objective of holding religious services for deaf and dumb people with missioners playing 
a huge part in the lives of deaf people. Most of the social aspects came at a later date with lectures 
illuminated by magic lanterns, reading rooms, recreational activities, debates, and so on. In 
Denmark and most Scandinavian countries, centres for deaf people were established in a social 
and cultural manner, religious aspects came later but were held in premises away from these deaf 
clubs. The social and cultural model of deafness was evident while the socio-paternalistic model 
of deafness as practised in the UK, was not. Copenhagen is a good example of this.  
 
The Copenhagen Deaf History Society, The 1866 Club, Brohusgade, Copenhagen 
www.tegnsprogshuset.dk
 
The third Deaf museum I visited in Copenhagen is based in The 1866 Club which was founded in 
1866 to engage deaf adults with recreational, sporting and social activities. The Club has an 
interesting small display at the rear of the reception on the lower ground floor. On the 1st floor, 
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display boards are mounted on the wall along the corridor leading to the workroom of the 
Copenhagen Deaf History Society which unfortunately was closed during my visit as my other 
Danish host, Jorgen “Redhead” Neilssen was struck with illness. The Society is attempting to 
display all materials or they will consider having to donate to the main museum in Kastelsveg. So 
it is a case of taking it from out of sight into the open and displaying it! 
 
It was at this Centre where I encountered Erna Frederiksen, a very active 94 year old World 
Games for the Deaf Gold Medallist at tennis. A piece of living history! 
 
 
NORWAY 
 
Norwegian Deaf History Society, Oslo 
www.ndhs.no
 
I met Odd-Inge Schröder, my successor to the Presidency of Deaf History International (DHI) 
until his retirement by rotation in August 2006. I was invited to the dinner party delightfully 
hosted by Bogumila, at the Schröder residence in the delightful village of Fetsund near 
Lillestrøm. Odd-Inge explained that the deaf club in Oslo had been recently sold for 28 million 
kroners with archives of historical significance salvaged and now being temporarily housed in 
various members’ houses. I had an opportunity to meet a few members of the Norwegian Deaf 
History Society including Hege Lønning, a former student of mine at the University of 
Wolverhampton.  
 
Folk High School for Deaf People, Bakketeigen, 3570 Ål 
www.al.lhs.no
 
The Norwegian Folk High School for Deaf People is based outside the charming village of Ål on 
the mountainous region by the river Ål (which is loosely translated as an eel) almost halfway 
between Oslo and Bergen, accessible by direct train. The curriculum, used by the Folk High 
Schools which is part of the Scandinavian education system, is strongly student-centred rather 
than having either an academic or vocational focus, and therefore suitable for young people who 
are undecided on the future immediately upon their leaving school. 
 
My host at Ål, Jon Martin Braunti, who is a graduate of Bristol University Centre of Deaf 
Studies, explained that part of his role at the Folk High School is to promote Deaf History to 
promote students’ Deaf identity in a positive light. To reinforce this, we were shown the video-
making studio where there are scores of videos on a wide range of topics, including Deaf History. 
A generous batch of Norwegian Deaf History videos and publications were presented to me. 
 
It emerged that Jon had been elected as President of the Norwegian Deaf History Society at its 
weekend conference held in the far-flung Tromso (the very one that Chelsea had to play in 
blizzard conditions!) in late August a few weeks before my visit. 
 
Bergen Deaf Museum, Kalfarveien 79, Bergen N-5018 
www.ndhs.no
 
A small delightful museum is based on the upper floor of the Deaf Club, an imposing Victorian 
building. It consists of a main exhibition room and a smaller workroom with an anteroom acting 
as a secure store. The museum is maintained by a small committee of volunteers under the 
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leadership of Thorbjørn Johan Sanders, the author of many Deaf History publications and the 
current editor of Norwegian Deaf History Society’s journal.  
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The museum has a display of pastor’s outfits, illustrating links with the 
Church of the past. Thorbjørn creates displays showing timelines of 
events. Considering the museum’s future, Thorbjurn is facing a 
dilemma at the moment because of another museum of national scale 
being developed in Trondheim further north from Bergen. Bergen Deaf 
Museum could be regarded as the local community museum focussing 
on the region. 
 
Outside the club premises, there is a beautiful modern church for the 
deaf where I attended part of the service of worship. A bit further away 
from the Deaf Club and church, there is a home for elderly deaf people. 
All buildings are erected in a discreet manner, thus making it a complex 
site, housing different sectors of the local deaf community. 
 

Norwegian Deaf Museum, Bispegt, 9b, Trondheim 
www.norsk-dovemuseum.no
 
Situated in Trondheim, Norwegian Deaf Museum is unique as it is state-run as part of its 
Trondelag Folkemuseum (National Folk Museum). It is based in the former deaf school, the scene 
of the mass protest by the local deaf community against intended demolition about 20 years ago. 
Consequently the State took over the premises to convert it into the Deaf Museum on the ground 
floor and social work offices serving the deaf, deafblind and blind communities on the upper 
floors. 
 
The museum is run by the part-time curator, Dr 
Hanna Mellemsether on attachment from the 
neighbouring National Folk Museum which is based 
in the cultural quarter of the city embracing 
museums, galleries and the majestic cathedral itself. 
She is supported by a committee of enthusiasts of 
Deaf History, one of whom I met, Halvor 
Greftegreff, who made me feel so welcome. 
 
By sheer chance, I was able to witness the historical 
moment when the Minister of Education and 
Culture, the Mayor of Trondheim and the Chief 
Executive of the Norwegian National Folk Museum came over to the museum to make a public 
announcement that a grant of 5.3 million kronas (£650,000) was to be awarded to re-vamp the 

ground floor with 3 exhibition areas, a tea room, meeting 
rooms, and so on. Also, an opportunity for young deaf persons 
to be trained in curatorship, conservation or exhibit design is 
included in the package. Such a revamp would have to be done 
within 2 years with an opening date around late 2008 or early 
2009. We duly celebrated the announcement with champagne, 
toasting achievements made by Hanna and her loyal band of 
volunteers. 
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The exhibits I saw were of great variety – equipment, teaching materials, pictures of schools for 
the deaf at different locations, objects d’art executed by deaf artistes, portraits of notable deaf 
persons of the past, equipment used by Olav Hassen, Deaf astronomer of international repute. 
There were leaflets on deaf sculptors whose works are carved in stone in the cathedral, as well as 
Olaf Hassen. 
 
 
FINLAND 
 
The Finnish Museum of the Deaf, The Light House, Valkea Talo, Ilkantie 4, Pohjois-Haaga, 
Helsinki 
www.kl-deaf.fi
 
After many, many years of hearing about the museum in question from the curator Tiina 
Naukkarinen, who gave presentations on the subject at various Deaf History conferences I have 
attended since 1990, I have finally made it!   

 
The museum was established in 1907, along the lines 
of the existing ones in Paris and Leipzig, in honour of 
Carl Oscar Malm, the founder of deaf education in 
Finland.  The museum has grown from a small 
museum based in the deaf club to a fully functioning 
institution. The museum is basically owned by the 
Finnish Deaf Association which is, in turn, funded by 
SLOTS, the grant making trust funded by the proceeds 
from the profits of slot machines.   

 
The main nucleus of the museum is a large exhibition area with display boards and display 
cabinets around the walls, and there are more displays in freestanding glass cabinets in the 
middle. All of the displays have interpretations in Finnish, Swedish and English. The museum 
will change the exhibition in 2007 to coincide with its 100th birthday.    
 
There is a small exhibition room which is set up as the bedroom of the teacher Carl Oscar Malm 
with the original furniture such as the bed, bureau and desk. Also, there are two more small 
display areas, both wall-mounted and floor-based, in the wide corridor leading to the main 
exhibition area. There are two offices/workrooms for the curators. 
 
The collection is ever expanding and storage is 
at a premium. Interestingly, the Museum 
archives are held in the basement which doubles 
as a bunker so, in the event of a nuclear 
explosion, people will gather in the bunker. It is 
Finnish law that all public buildings must have a 
bunker against nuclear attacks.  
 
Given that the museum has earned a reputation 
in Finland, the museum also gets grants from the 
Government through the Museum and Culture 
initiatives, meaning that 50% of curators’ 
salaries are met.  
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Since the museum is part of the Light House complex, it was an interesting experience for me to 
observe the role the Light House plays. Interpreter training under the auspices of Humanak 
University, the Finnish Deaf Association, the Finnish Deaf Children's Society, the Finnish Hard-
of-Hearing Association, the World Federation of the Deaf and the Finnish Folk High School for 
young deaf people are all based there.  In a nutshell it is a one-stop shop for people with hearing 
loss of all degrees and of all ages. It boasts a conference centre and a small library on deaf related 
issues which is open to the public.   
 
World Federation of the Deaf Archives 
www.wfdeaf.org
 
I took advantage of visiting the office of the World Federation of the Deaf where Lissa 
Kauperinn, the former WFD President and then Secretary-General and her Australian assistant, 
Phillipa Sandhamm, work. We had meaningful discussions about the importance of having Deaf 
archives held by associations and relevant problems researchers face, especially on access to 
records. There is a definite need to catalogue the WFD archives held in Helsinki but given that 
there is a small team of two staff responsible for over 100 affiliated national deaf associations all 
over the world, it would need a huge amount of voluntary work to undertake the task. The WFD 
archives and materials, which are dated from 1983 onwards, are stored in the bunker within the 
Light House complex. The remaining parts of the WFD archives are held elsewhere - mainly in 
Rome, the home of the foundation of the WFD in 1950.  
 
 
RUSSIA 
 
Moscow Deaf Museum, The Moscow Pantomime Drama Theatre, 39/41 Izmailovsky 
Boulevard, Moscow 105264 
 

The Museum is housed in the basement of the 
theatre of the deaf. The Museum is open every 
Monday from 3.00pm till 7.00pm and other times 
can be arranged by appointment. The museum has 
three rooms with exhibits originating from the 
communist days. There are a number of mementoes 
that were presented to the VOG (the All-Russia 
Society of the Deaf). Also, there are some 
celebrations of individuals’ deeds and achievements 
especially during WW2, including a model of the 
engine operated by the industrious Deaf worker who 
caught Winston Churchill’s eye during his visit to a 
munitions factory with Stalin. One room is devoted 
to the Moscow Pantomime Drama Theatre which 
was active for some 30 years, and disbanded a few 
years ago.  
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little and has no opportunity to develop or expand. It transpired that he has no idea of how to 
obtain funds. He said he does not have much support from the VOG because of the change in the 
political and social climate there. Since the Glasnost, Deaf people have to find their own feet after 
many years of being supported by the government.   
 
Mikhail expressed his concerns about a number of exhibits having walked away in the past few 
years. He stated that he is finding it hard to receive exhibits from individuals who are now 
demanding payments so unlike in the Communist days when donors felt so honoured in 
presenting their artefacts to the museum to perpetuate their achievements.  
 
The museum itself has moved many times, seven times to be exact during Mikhail’s tenure, 
within the theatre. The theatre itself has gone down hill and when I visited it looked more like an 
indoor market. One can imagine people would say "Is this the deaf theatre?" 
 
There is no clear way of informing people of the existence of the museum and one must rely on 
word of mouth - or in my case, sign of hands. I was amazed to learn that very few hearing people 
visited – something unbelievable in the times of increased public deaf awareness and interest in 
sign language throughout the world. 
 
There are 10 Deaf museums situated throughout Russia including Chelyabinsk, Kirov, Kursk, 
Moscow, Saratov, Smolensk, Sverdlovsk, St Petersburg and Ufa all located within centres for 
deaf people. 
 
Moscow Deaf History Society 
 
There is an active Moscow Deaf History Society which was founded in 1996, under the energetic 
chairmanship of Victor Palenny. The Society holds its conference every 2 years with proceedings 
and papers published in 1998 and 2000; the remainder being featured in the first issue of the 
Russian Deaf History Journal due to be issued in January 2007. Victor himself is the editor of the 
VOG magazine and he uses his position to promote deaf history to a wider readership. At the 
moment, the Society is collecting photographs from members of the deaf community with the aim 
of publishing books which will include poetical works by deaf contributors, Deaf Sports, Deaf 
Theatre and so on. One of his staff, Maria Evseeva, has written a book about deaf people's 
experiences in the Great Patriotic War (WW2).   
 
As the VOG was celebrating its 80th anniversary, Victor's team published a book on deaf Russian 
artists complete with glossy pictures and mini-biographies. The book was supposed to be 
launched at a celebratory event but that never happened.  However, I did get a copy and I got a 
number of artists to sign the appropriate pages at the anniversary event during a long programme 
of dance, sign-song and cultural performances made by young people, coming from all over 
Russia. This event was held in the Congress Hall in the basement of the newly-built Cathedral of 
the Risen Christ, later the scene of the funeral of Boris Yeltsin, the former Russian President, on 
25th April 2007. 
 
Deaf Museum, VOG, The Mansion of the Menshikovs, St Petersburg 
 
The museum is based on the third floor of the VOG St Petersburg premises which used to be the 
Imperial Palace during the Russian Empire (once occupied by Mikhail Aleksandrovich Romanov, 
who was the Presumptive Heir to Nicholas II). The museum is run by a partially deaf woman, 

 20 
John A Hay, FRSA 

Winston Churchill Travelling Fellow 
May 2007 



Deaf Museums and Archival Centres 
 

Ludimilla Tumanova who is a poet in her own right having published a book of poetry - a signed 
copy was presented to me.   
 
When you first go into the Museum, you see a dark 
corridor with crowded displays on both walls and 
some items propped up on the floor. Then you go into 
a room with windows on one side. The display is again 
very cramped around the room almost up to ceiling 
height. There is a lot to see (and “read”). Everything is 
in Russian text. There are portraits and paintings of 
deaf Russian celebrities. One part is devoted to the 
origins of deaf education in Russia. As in Moscow, the 
museum has been moved around the premises. 
Ludimilla explained she had hoped that the committee 
would have allocated her a large airy room with 
windows on the ground floor to make it accessible.   
 
Personally however, I am saddened to see the once-
regal building of architectural interest and also, of 
historical importance, so dilapidated with several 
rooms let out for commercial activities; that is the 
same as the VOG headquarters in Moscow of which 
only 2 floors of a multi-storey block of some 13 floors are now occupied by the VOG while the 
rest have been sold to speculators. 
 
When questioned about opening times and how people know about the museum, it turned out that 
they rely on word of mouth.  Russian deaf people seem to be pushed away rather than encouraged 
to share deaf pride and deaf culture with the rest of society.    
  
There is one memorial tablet put up early in 2006 to commemorate the death of deaf so-called 
collaborators with Germans in WW2.   
 
I must salute these two museums I visited in Russia for having continued since the change from 
communism that must have been a difficult period of time for the curators who are definitively 
“heroes of our times”. 
 
The School Museum of History of Russian Deaf-and-Dumb Pedagogy, 123103 Parshin 
Street, 39 Moscow 
http://www.schools.keldysh.ru/uvk1838/English/museum.htm  
 
While preparing this report, I came across, by chance, the information of the museum, housed in a 
Muscovite deaf school on the Internet. It boasts three rooms exhibiting artefacts relating deaf 
education in Russia. No-one in Moscow had mentioned its existence to me, otherwise I would 
have made a visit. Presumably the deaf adult community is not aware of this museum which was 
founded in 1988. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
Gallaudet Archives, Gallaudet University, 800 Florida Avenue West, Washington DC 
http:/archives.gallaudet.edu
http:/library.gallaudet.edu 
  
Gallaudet University, the world’s only liberal arts university for deaf people, was inevitably the 
first port of call on the American leg of my study tour. Gallaudet Archives, situated within the 
Merrill Learning Center, prides itself on being the “World's Largest Deaf Collection”. A full day 
was spent at its archives with Ulf Hedberg, archivist, and Mike Olson, archives technician, who 
are both deaf.  Both gentlemen were perfect hosts eager to show me everything.   
 
Beyond the office and a consulting room, the Gallaudet Archives are kept in a number of 
storerooms. The main store is under environmental control where there are a number of 
mechanically moveable shelves. The biggest problem they face is that they keep receiving 
collections and materials from organisations such as CISS and also from individuals, such as 
Yerker Anderssen, the former President for the WFD, and Dr I King Jordan, the outgoing 
University President of Gallaudet University. The archivists had just completed cataloguing some 
78 boxes of the Yerker collection. 
 
The problem is, with two members of staff, they are still 
short-staffed. The Archives used to have four members of 
staff but two left a few years ago and were never replaced; 
support from the University Executive does not seem to be 
forthcoming. 
 
I was shown to a newly established exhibition gallery at 
the University where I joined the party to launch a new 
exhibition of the works of deaf artists of the past and 
photographs of the restoration of a former gymnasium 
which the University called "Ole Jim". The curator of that 
gallery was a former employee of the Gallaudet Archives. 
Using archival materials for the exhibition gave an 
opportunity to bring items to the public eye.  
 
Ulf is concerned about relocating deaf-related 
publications, previously housed in what used to be 
regarded as the Deaf Library, into the general University 
library. Previously the deaf collection and everything related to deafness was situated in one 
place. It is however, now a case of Audism, a recently coined term for reducing discrimination 
against people with varying degrees of hearing loss therefore treating both deaf and hearing 
people equally, thus removing the attitudinal barriers within the deaf community.  
 
Here I met my fellow member of the BDHS, Anthony Boyce of Doncaster who was researching 
for his latest publication on Thomas Widd, a Deaf Englishman who founded the deaf school in 
Montreal. 
 
Unfortunately, my visit was during the turbulent times as I experienced the students’ lock-down 
in protest against the Board’s appointment of the University President-designated (equivalent to 
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the Vice-Chancellor of our British universities) which curtailed my intended completion of the 
Archives the following afternoon with videoing interviews and taking photographs.  
 
The Volta Bureau, 3417 Volta Place/35th Street, Georgetown, Washington DC 
www.agbell.org
 

Based in the salubrious part of Washington 
DC, right opposite the prestigious Georgetown 
University, the Volta Bureau, which was 
established by Alexander Graham Bell, was 
originally intended to be the depository of 
materials related to deafness and to 
disseminate information to the public. Judy 
Harrison, the Senior Director of Professional 
Programs, proved to be an excellent hostess 
showing me and Tony the whole building 
which is the National Historic Landmark. The 
Volta Bureau, built in 1893, was set up by the 
money of the Volta Prize awarded to Bell for 

his invention of the electro-magnetic telephone. However, over the years, its role and function has 
changed and now it is the headquarters of the Alexander Graham Bell Association of the Hearing 
Handicap, an organisation which promotes deaf education through Oralism and Auralism.   
 
The reception area of the Bureau has a beautiful well-organised display showing the works and 
life of Alexander Graham Bell. In the council room, there are bookshelves along the full length of 
the walls and they contain books which include bound annual reports of some British deaf 
schools and deaf societies collected by Bell himself when touring the United Kingdom. The 
Council room has a long meeting table which was owned by Bell himself. The majority of 
archive materials is now deposited in a storage facility near the Washington Dulles Airport some 
20 miles away. The issue that the Volta Bureau faces is the cataloguing of their materials as yet 
not done and definitely a mammoth task given the number of years since its foundation in 1900.    
 
Interestingly, the Volta Bureau is on the corner of the road opposite a house Bell bought for his 
parents to live in; behind it is an old stable block which originally housed the Volta Bureau. 
 
Maryland School for the Deaf, 101 Clark Street, Frederick, Maryland 
www.msd.edu
 
This is a tale of two museums. Firstly, within the school block, there is a large windowless room 
full of exhibits complete with display cabinets and it is cluttered for it is not yet established as a 
museum in a strict sense.  What is unique is that they have a collection both relating to Maryland 
School of the Deaf and Frederick's part in the American Civil War. The deputy superintendent of 
the school, Chas Baker, is attempting to give time and money to develop and change the museum 
so its exhibits can be viewed comfortably. Within the centre of the campus there is an old 
building called Hessian Barracks which was once the store room of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition to the Pacific West (1804-06). The Barracks, originally erected to hold prisoners-of-
war during the Revolutionary War, is set up as classroom settings so you can see the classroom 
furniture change over the years, plus there is a display of hearing aids throughout the ages. This is 
in addition to Revolutionary and Civil War relics, such as muskets and military uniforms.  
Because the Barracks is a National Historic Landmark, it is supported by the local history 
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association and the museum is run by a part-time professional curator, Carl Robin. The viewing 
of the Barracks can be arranged by appointment through the Council of Frederick County. 
    
The collections, housed in two parts, 
merit more public viewing.  The deaf 
Superintendent, Mr. James Tucker, is 
very much aware of the importance of 
preserving the archival materials on 
the school premises but is worried 
about the time allocated to 
cataloguing material and maintaining 
the museum.  The current project is to 
scan all their school magazines from 
the first publication so they can be put 
on computer and read on-line.  The 
question that arises is - is on-line 
viewing the future function of the 
museum?  Will images of objects be 
put on computer thus reducing the 
need for the public to make physical visits to view them?   
 
It was at the Museum where I met three distinguished Deaf Americans – Dr Jack R. Gannon, 
author of Deaf Heritage: a narrative history of America, his charming wife, Roslynn and Dr 
Yerker Anderssen, former WFD President. For a short time, we had an intensive discussion on 
access to WFD and CISS archives, in Rome in particular, and elsewhere where they experienced 
problems when visiting to collate information for their intended histories of both the WFD and 
the CISS. We all agreed that we need to educate guardians of deaf archives, great or small, to 
readily invite researchers and visitors to “handle” materials. Yerker proposed that the WFD 
should set up an international Archives ‘think-tank’ to promote the worldwide development of 
Deaf Museums and Archives in all countries affiliated to the WFD. 
 
Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind, East Beverley Street, Staunton, Virginia 
www.vsdbs.virginia.gov
 
The school museum is administered by a small committee of dedicated members, predominately 
female, mostly drawn from the alumni, under the chairmanship of Mary Kraus. The museum is 
housed in a number of rooms in different parts of the school. One part situated in the basement, 
which has windows on an upper level, consists of a large corridor which is almost like a room 
with a picture display on one wall facing window walls which also have displays mounted on 
them. An anteroom holds a display of school magazines. Another room is devoted to school 
sports mementoes and beyond that room is a workroom for the committee to prepare exhibition 
materials. To reflect the employment experiences deaf people had, there is printing apparatus 
donated by a Deaf retired newspaper printer - a throwback from days when a good number of 
deaf people were engaged in the printing industry. 
 
On the first floor there is a large airy room with lots of windows on two sides (it is in the corner 
part of the building). In the centre are tables and display cabinets. At one end is a large scale 
model of the colonial house which was created by the school pupils for the Jamestown 1907 
Exposition which commemorated the 300th year of the foundation of Jamestown (the English 
colony which was set up in 1607 by Captain John Smith). In that room, with great assistance 

 24 
John A Hay, FRSA 

Winston Churchill Travelling Fellow 
May 2007 

http://www.vsdbs.virginia.gov/


Deaf Museums and Archival Centres 
 

given by Donna De Vito, the Museum Archivist, I was given the opportunity to see paper 
documents relating to the Bolling Family whose two generations of deaf children were educated 
by Thomas Braidwood in Edinburgh and by his grandson, John Braidwood, in Virginia.  
 
The volunteers are very knowledgeable about the need to preserve the materials, wearing gloves, 
and storing the materials in boxes; I was greatly impressed by their professional approach in spite 
of their amateur status.   
 
American School for the Deaf, West Hartford, Connecticut 
www.asd-1817.org/history/index/html  
 

The American School for the Deaf (previously known as the American 
Asylum for the Deaf-Mutes) claims to be the first regularly-organised 
deaf school in America. The museum was set up by a Deaf member of 
the teaching staff called Loy Golladay in the 1970s. The museum 
consists of two rooms on the ground floor and is run by an enthusiastic 
paid curator, Gary Wait. The collection is very much related to a) the 
school, b) the Rev. Thomas Gallaudet, the founder of the school, and c) 
Laurent Clerc, the first deaf teacher in the USA. A pair of spectacles of 
Thomas Gallaudet (the origin of his sign name), the wedding dress of 
Sophie, his wife, and the writing bureau that belonged to Clerc, recently 
donated by his descendent, can be viewed here. While I was there, I 

witnessed three groups of people (including one 
from Bermuda) coming to view the museum to 
which Gary jokingly referred to as a ‘tidal wave’ of 
visits.  
 
Because of the cramped conditions of displays, the 
school museum is going to be re-located sometime 
in 2008 to the now-vacant Superintendent's House, 
which is separated from the school buildings, and 
thus offering increased public access to coincide 
with the growth of interest in Deaf Culture and 
History. The museum will include old rare books 
once in the possession of Thomas Gallaudet.  
 
National Technical Institute for the Deaf, Rochester Institute of Technology, 96 Lomb 
Memorial Drive, Rochester, New York 
http://www.ntid.rit.edu
 
The National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID) in the Rochester Institute of Technology 
(RIT) was the final staging post of my American trail.  
 
With an extensive programme prepared by Dr Denise Kavin of PEN-International with the 
collaboration of Alan Hurtwitz, the Dean of the NTID, both deaf, I met numerous individuals 
responsible for Deaf Archives (established in 2005), the Deaf Library, and the bookbinding 
section within the RIT. I was re-acquainted with the cassette - similar to the one I saw in Leipzig.  
 
NTID and RIT have a wealth of deaf related materials spread out over the campus. At the 
moment there is no specific place to house these deaf materials. The collections include deaf-
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related books and books with deaf characters collected and donated by Robert Panara, the former 
Deaf professor of English and poet. Materials in 
the collection are related to deaf events that 
happened within the campus, such as admission 
tickets, football equipment (yes, they play soccer, 
not American football here!), programmes for 
drama performances and plays. It is intended to 
develop the Deaf museum and archives within the 
RIT Wallace Library under the supervision of Joan 
Naturale with support from Becky Simmons. 
 
The foyer of the main building of NTID houses 
the Dyer Gallery of Deaf Artists which is run by 

Bob Baker, a professional curator, on a shoestring budget. The purpose of the gallery is to exhibit 
works by deaf American artists, both ex-RIT students and others. 
 
I met Jonathan Millis who is in charge of the Educational Technologies Resource Room (ETRR) 
based within the NITD. He explained the function of The NTID Deaf Index which was created to 
assist students, researchers and interested parties to locate articles, papers, publications and 
information on interpreting, interpreting issues, sign language, Deaf Studies, Deaf History and 
related materials. The Index contains over 17,000 entries. (www.ntid.rit.edu/terpref/index). An 
exciting innovation for researchers and students of Deaf Studies and interpreting to access 
information from their armchairs! 
 
Rochester School for the Deaf, 1545 St Paul Street, Rochester, New York  
www.rsdeaf.org  
 
After a working breakfast with Harold 
Mawl, who is the Deaf Superintendent of 
the school, and handing out sweets to deaf 
tiny tots, appropriately dressed to celebrate 
that peculiar part of the great American 
culture, Halloween, I was shown to the 
school museum on the upper floors. Mary 
Mawl, representing the committee of lady 
volunteers, acted as my guide. The school 
museum consists of one exhibition room 
with a workroom beside it. The workroom 
has a lot of paper archives and photographs 
of the school and Helen Keller. There are 
small anterooms where there are shelves of 
books. The committee is in the process of making more displays as they have two or three empty 
display cabinets ready for exhibits. The museum is given strong backing by the school board to 
the extent that one of its members is getting them acid-free sleeves and the committee provides 
opportunities for training in the art of conservation and cataloguing. Along one corridor they have 
paintings of children's stories, executed by senior pupils. 
 
Like a number of the schools worldwide, Rochester School for the Deaf has experienced a fall in 
school numbers. Therefore they are able to allocate space for the museum which is something that 
should be considered in Britain in the interests of preserving Deaf History and Culture. The 
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partnership between the School Board and the School Museum, as demonstrated by RSD and 
elsewhere in the USA, is an essential part of the successful project of preserving and conserving 
the past of the school.   
 
 
CANADA 
  
Deaf Culture Centre, The Distillery Historic Centre, 55 Mill Street, Toronto 
www.deafculturecentre.ca
 

This Deaf Culture Centre opened in May 
2006. It is run by two executive directors, 
Joanne Cripps (deaf) and Dr. Anita Small 
(hearing). The centre is the result of 7 years of 
campaigning and travelling all around Canada 
to assess the views of members of the deaf 
community. This Centre exists to celebrate 
Deaf Arts, Deaf Culture and Deaf History. For 
me, an interesting aspect of Deaf Culture 
emerging from this exciting innovation is 
De’VIA Art (Deaf View Image Art) which 
reflects experiences coupled with visual and 
non-aural perceptions made by Deaf artists 

using a wide variety of mediums.   
 
One can view exhibits of present deaf artists who come from diverse communities like First 
Nation tribes (i.e. Red Indians), the Inuit (Eskimos), French-speaking areas in the East where 
LSQ (Langue des signes québéciose) is practiced, English-speaking areas where ASL (American 
Sign Language) is used and the Maritime provinces in the far east where the 2-handed manual 
alphabet of Scottish origin still exists.  The centre has a number of interactive hands-on displays. 
There is a small library of deaf-related books of the modern variety with space for 
reading/consulting.  
 
There is a large collage depicting momentous events of Canadian Deaf History. The original 
limestone base of the headstone of the early Deaf teacher of the deaf, Samuel Greene, can be seen 
here. Its inscription features the skilful carving of his name in the one-handed manual alphabet. 
 
On the whole, the Culture Centre is very 
much of the modern artistic design thus 
meeting the modern visitors’ discerning 
taste. Joanne and Anita are ably supported 
by volunteers. Megan (Deaf and competent 
in BSL, having spent six months in New 
Zealand) assists with sales of goods and 
student interpreters, on attachment from the 
nearby Toronto City George Brown College, 
are doing their community experience 
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Toronto and is very accessible to anyone. Tourists can walk in for a browse by chance thus 
unwittingly increasing their own deaf awareness. The Centre is funded by grants and membership 
schemes, plus the hiring-out of rooms for wedding receptions and other functions, thus makes it a 
self-supporting venture.  
 
Deaf Museum, Ontario Deaf Association, Bob Rumbell Centre for the Deaf, 2395 Bayview 
Avenue, Toronto, Ontario 
www.deafontario.ca
 
The small museum is housed in rented 
accommodation of the Ontario Association 
for the Deaf within the Bob Rumball Centre 
which was originally named as the Ontario 
Mission for the Adult Deaf. A deaf lady, 
Anne McKercher, who is to her great pride, 
the great, great niece of the celebrated 
Scottish explorer David Livingstone, 
founded the museum. I met Anne previously 
at the 1st Deaf History Conference in 
Washington DC in 1990. The museum 
displays achievements of the provincial deaf 
community and deaf events of significance 
and individuals of the Ontario Deaf 
Association. It is more like a private collection and I wasn't previously aware of its existence.  
Even Ali, my host, was surprised. Anne is keen to expand and may loan artefacts to the Deaf 
Culture Centre for wider public viewing.   
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
While spending two months visiting some 30 institutions, great or small, celebrating Deaf 
communities, I encountered great hospitality and friendliness bestowed by curators, both 
professional and voluntary. The sizes of museums and archival centres are dependent on the 
amount of material they have. Similarly the administration of museums is varied depending on 
the size of their financial resources and also, support from individuals, voluntary or paid, drawn 
from their communities. It is evident that the successes of Deaf museums and archival centres are 
led by a strong sense of community spirit upheld by the deaf peoples everywhere. At the same 
time, there is the growth in new museums illustrating the phenomenon of more deaf people 
becoming aware of their pride and heritage and non-deaf people interested in Deaf Culture 
including the learning of sign languages, coupled with governmental recognition of sign 
languages in many countries. The existence of Deaf museums and archival centres would remove 
the stigma of deafness thus shifting from the negative medical model to the more positive socio-
cultural model. 
 
Given the fact of donations of varying amounts and types from well-wishers and supporters, as 
witnessed during my study tour, it is now envisaged that the proposed National Deaf Archives in 
the UK would incorporate both a museum and a library.  
 
I salute the dedicated people who are engaged as curators, archivists and librarians, the natural 
guardians of our Deaf Heritage. 
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Recommendations 
 
 

1) The British Deaf History Society (BDHS) to set up a working party to discuss the 
ergonomics and economics of its proposed National Deaf Archives drawing from 
observations made by myself. 

  
2) A proposal of holding an international conference on Deaf Museums and Archives in 

conjunction with the BDHS in Liverpool, the European City of Culture 2008 to enable the 
exchange of expertise and experiences. 

 
3) An international network of archivists engaged in Deaf Museums and Archival Centres to 

be established. 
 

4) Materials, especially rare and antiquated books, to be catalogued on-line for both staff and 
public access. 

 
5) Each national Deaf association, with the collaboration of their local history societies, both 

deaf and mainstream, to spearhead the ethos of preserving archival materials under proper 
environmental conditions and enable full access to researchers in national and local 
organisations and educational establishments worldwide. 

 
6) Every Deaf museum and archival centre to make themselves known to both national deaf 

history societies and also, to Deaf History International (DHI) 
 

7) Every existing deaf museum and archival centre to make themselves known to the general 
public because of the current trend of increasing interest in sign language, the deaf 
community and deaf culture. 

 
8) Every deaf school to consider the creation of its own museum and archival centres 

operating in tandem with their existing school libraries in close co-operation with the 
Alumni. 

 
9) Every centre for deaf people based in permanent premises to consider setting up its own 

local deaf museum to maintain its cultural pride and to be accessible to students of Sign 
Language and Deaf Studies thus making it more like a Deaf Cultural Centre. 
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Thoughts and Reflections 
 
 

ooking back at the active programme of visits to deaf museums, libraries and archival 
centres over the two-month period, it is natural to reflect on my experiences beyond the 
main objective of my study tour of Europe, the USA and Canada. As it is one of the 

conditions of the Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowship to give Fellows a unique opportunity 
to absorb the culture of the people they visit, it is therefore true to say that I kept discovering 
cultural aspects of the people around me during my tour.  

 L
 
As part of Deaf Culture, I kept being invited to various places outside the remit of my study tour, 
e.g. visiting sign language interpreter training institutions in Finland, the USA and Canada.  
 
I had to decline the ‘spur-of-the-moment’ invitation to make an impromptu visit to the sheltered 
accommodation for elderly deaf persons in Holland due to time restraints. In Moscow, Russia I 
met a group of deafblind people and their guide/communicators in the community centre where I 
gave an hour-long talk on the situation of deafblind people in the UK. I also gave a 2-hour long 
lecture on a) the history of BSL, b) deaf members of British, Danish and Spanish Royal families 
and c) highlights of British Deaf history to students of both Deaf Studies and Norwegian sign 
language interpreting at the University of Oslo where I first learnt about the Norwegian deafblind 
Royal, Princess Ragnhild (1872-1947).  
 
I was also, invited to expouse on a) a few aspects of British Deaf History, b) the comparisons of 
examples of BSL signs to highlight differences from ASL and c) the development of sign 
linguistics to three different age groups of deaf children in Frederick, Maryland. American school 
children were intrigued with our British 2-handed manual alphabet as they use a one-handed 
alphabet along with some signs and words and at the same time that we discovered both contrasts 
and similarities between the two languages, both written and signed.   
 
I also gave a PowerPoint presentation on the state of the Deaf Community in England to members 
of Rochester Recreational Club for the Deaf and their guests drawn from local ASL (American 
Sign Language) classes. I did a short impromptu session in BSL with Martin doing the voiceover 
to ASL students at Toronto City George Brown College with ASL and Deaf Studies students. I 
had informal and useful discussions with my professional counterparts at the National Institute of 
Technology for the Deaf (NITD), Rochester on course programs (in my language, curricula) of 
both Deaf Studies and Sign Language/English Interpreting. 
 
That is an ideal way of exchanging 
information, illustrating how deaf people live 
in Great Britain and comparing that with our 
counterparts abroad. An example - the deaf-
blind people in Moscow were very interested 
in the provision for deaf people and deaf-blind 
people in the UK which is far superior and 
much farther ahead than for people in Russia. 
I was able to expend my lecturing expertise as 
I am the module leader for the Deafblindness: 
Policy, Communication and Guiding Practices 
course at the University of Wolverhampton 
since 1998. 
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Ali Bermersh, a current member of the DHI Bureau, proved to be a excellent host in Canada 
driving us over three days to various deaf-related places such as the Bob Rumbell Centre, the 
offices of the Ontario Deaf Association, and the City George Brown Community College, all 
based in Toronto and also, the newly-opened long-term care home for deaf people in Barrie, some 
2 hours drive north (where we encountered snowfall for the first time during the study tour!). 
 
My visit to the long-term care home in Barrie gave me an opportunity to witness palliative care 
for deaf persons. This was of interest to me as Birmingham Institute for the Deaf (BID), of which 
I am one of its Trustees, wishes to develop palliative care for deaf people living in Birmingham 
and the West Midlands so I was able to impart information with members of its Senior 
Management Team (SMT).  
 
BID is in the process of building its Deaf Cultural Centre due to be opened in the autumn of 2007 
so I was able to advise the Trustees and the SMT on the workings of the Deaf Culture Centre in 
Toronto along with contact names for further communication.  
 
Again my visit to the Deaf Culture Centre acted as a catalyst for an invitation extended to Dawn 
Moncrieffe, a final year Deaf student from the School of Art and Design at the University of 
Wolverhampton to showcase her artistic talents at the 6-month long Diverse Lives: Deaf Women 
Artists special exhibition in June 2007.  
 

The timing of my study tour coincided with deaf-
related events being held in Prague and Moscow – 
a) the holding of the annual conference of the 
European Federation of Sign Language 
Interpreters, (EFSLI) where I gave a paper on 
Deaf Aides supporting sign language interpreters, 
b) the 80th anniversary celebrations of VOG (the 
All-Russia Society of the Deaf) and c) the public 
meetings of the Bureau of the World Federation of 
the Deaf. A perfect case of the well known adage 
of killing two (three) birds with one stone! 

  
It is needless to say that my Churchill Fellowship study tour did give me great opportunities to 
renew acquaintances from the past and to make new ones. I was so gratified to have met up with 
Rachel Bavister, formerly of Luton, for the first time since 1962. Rachel was the Deputy Head 
Girl at Mary Hare Grammar School during my first year. I met Rachel in Staunton where she 
retired from teaching deaf children. I bumped into the son of Dr Robert Simmonds, the 
distinguished Deaf South African academic at the Maryland School for the Deaf where I also met 
Mary Lou, the presenter of Deaf Mosaic, the now-defunct TV programme for American deaf 
viewers (akin to our BBC See Hear! programme). Thanks to the skilful co-ordination by Ali 
Behmanesh, I had an evening with two of the greatest living Deaf Canadians, Dr Clifton Carbin, 
the author of Deaf Heritage in Canada and Gary Malbowski, a former member of the Ontario 
Provincial Parliament from 1990 to 1995, in the Sherlock Holmes-themed Scotland Yard public 
house opposite my hotel. Gary was able to drive me to the parliament to see his name carved in 
stone at a late hour of the night! 
 
At Rochester, the formal link between the University of Wolverhampton and PEN-International 
was established which would enable four deaf students to participate in its bi-annual International 
Summer Institute of Deaf leadership in Hertemoneux Castle in August 2008 when they would 
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meet counterparts from higher education establishments in Moscow, the Philippines, Japan, China 
and the USA.  
 
I took the opportunity to visit mainstream museums to make comparisons with deaf museums and 
British museums in general. We visited the museum of the East German Ministry of State 
Security which is, in other words, the Stasi, the notorious secret police, in the Runde Ecke in 
Leipzig. In Richmond, Virginia, I visited the Museum of the Confederacy and its neighbouring 
White House where Jefferson Davis resided as the President of the Confederacy during the 
American Civil War. In Hartford, Connecticut, we visited the birthplace of Noah Webster, the 
father of American spelling and also, Mark Twain's impressive house with its massive 
information centre. Due to a shortage of time, I was unfortunately unable to visit the home of 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, the authoress of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, the house literally next door to Mark 
Twain. I became acquainted with the distinguished American woman artist, Georgia O’Keeffe 
(1887-1986) at the exhibition of her works at the Rochester Memorial Art Gallery while having 
lunch as a guest of Jim de Caro and Denise Kavin of PEN-International. 
 
As a form of relaxation, I took opportunities to savour local tourist attractions such as the 
quayside and market square of Ghent; the Grand Place, Brussels and two world-renowned statues 
nearby; the charming university town of Leiden; a trip on the canals of Amsterdam; the unique 
experience of doing the ‘Norway-in-the-nutshell’ tour which involved several modes of transport 
– train, narrow-gauge mountain train, coach and ferry, between Ål and Bergen; and Washington 
at night. As part of the walking tour of St Petersburg, ably guided by Valentin Vorobrov whom I 
first met in Moscow the day before, I was fortunate to see the St Peter and St Paul Cathedral 
specially opened at no charge thus giving me an opportunity to view the newly-installed tomb of 
the Queen Maria Fedorovna of Russia, the mother of the luckless Nicholas II, her body exhumed 
from her native Denmark a few weeks before my visit. In Canada, Ali took me to the inevitable 
Niagara Falls and also, the 1815-feet CN Tower in Toronto. It was from the Tower when I first 
learnt about Yonge Street, the world’s longest street running for over 56 kilometres although 
some people say that it continues straight on to the North Pole! 
 

When staying in Leiden, I took up a kind 
invitation made by Ernst Thoutenhoofd, the Dutch 
academic who was, incidentally, an external 
examiner of my Deaf Studies course at the 
University of Wolverhampton, to witness the 
Gondelvaart, the spectacular Dutch phenomenon 
of decorated boats sailing along the river from the 
back-garden of his parents’ home at In Giessen-
Oudekerk. This event is akin to the floats we see at 
the Lord Mayor’s Show in London and the 
Edinburgh University Students’ Charities Week 
parade in Princes Street.   
 

Being a former architectural technician of some 25 years experience, I marvelled at the 
architecture I encountered during the tour. I admired the wooden Norwegian Stave church in the 
village of Hol; Bryggen, the UNESCO World Heritage site in Bergen; the Kremlin and Red 
Square in Moscow; the décor of Metro stations in Moscow; buildings of classical design in St 
Petersburg; American timber-faced buildings of colonial days and windowless teaching rooms 
and common rooms at the NITD taking account of deaf users’ needs.  
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The experience of culinary delights was an 
enjoyable, but a strictly restricted (for 
obvious reasons!) part of my travels. I had 
opportunities to sample quaint puff 
pancakes in Leidendrop, the Netherlands; 
waffles in Brussels along with mussels; 
open sandwiches in Copenhagen; whale 
(sorry, mates, I could not resist sampling 
this delicacy in face of the worldwide 
opposition on whale-hunting) and reindeer 
meat in Bergen, Norway; brunost 
(Norwegian brown cheese) made from 
goats’ milk; reindeer broth in Finland; 
borsch in Moscow. I was advised by René 
Höjris, my fellow Churchill adherent and the member of the International Churchill Society, to go 
to a certain restaurant renowned for its excellent Danish cuisine in the Tivoli Gardens in 
Copenhagen. I was privileged to partake of the traditional domestic Russian fare in the dacha 
belonging to my Russian hosts, Elena and Sacha, just outside the city limits of Moscow.  
 
I also participated in the peculiar American custom of eating out which is the norm in America 
and this contrasts with the Finnish tendency to always to eat at home. Helsinki, for example, was 
barren in terms of restaurants. There weren't any visible around the city in comparison to the 
other cities I visited. In the USA, I discovered that qualities and quantities of in-house breakfast 
provided by hotels depended on the cost per night – the higher the price the better the breakfast! I 
had rare experiences of sampling fare offered by many different chain-restaurants in the USA. I 
was introduced to the Hard Rock Café scene by Martin, himself a fan, having dined in Moscow 
and Toronto and sipped beer in Copenhagen and Washington while Martin managed to do the 
ones in Oslo and Niagara to purchase the peculiar guitar badges to commemorate his flying visits! 
 
My thirst was well oiled by countless coffees and beers, which again was the norm within 
Europe. I was pleasantly surprised to be given beer for lunch, which consisted of delicious home-
made fish pie, by the Mother Superior at Spermalie. I was handed a can of Danish beer in 
Copenhagen Deaf Museum for our lunchtime session consisting of traditional open sandwiches 
made up at the school refectory. Coming from my Scottish Presbyterian background, I couldn't 
believe that beer was served in school premises during school hours twice over! 
 
I was fortunate to accept hosts’ invitations to meals at their homes on a few occasions to whom I 
was greatly and sincerely indebted as these gave me opportunities to witness how the hosts lived 
and also, gave us chances to exchange our experiences. It was at the Silianovas’ where Sacha who 
being deafblind with Usher syndrome, is the President of the newly-formed Deafblind group, 
enthusiastically showed me to his monumental masonry business based in the workshop at the 
back of the garden and I met two of his employees including Boris Prosvirnev, who also does 
etchings for philatelic commemorative covers in his spare time. Sacha, to the credit of himself 
and Elena, his wife, is a positive role model for deafblind people and we have exchanged 
information on services for deaf blind people. 
 
I was so privileged to be guest of honour at the house party hosted by Alan and Vikki Hurwitz in 
Rochester where some 50 guests were invited and it gave me great pleasure to meet them, 
especially Harry S Lang, author of deaf history books. Harry was telling me about his latest four 
writing projects – histories of deaf Native Americans; deaf people’s involvement during the 
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American Civil War; the biography of the late Robert Panara, the deaf poet and professor of 
English at the NITD and finally, the biography of Dr. Robert R Davila, the former President of 
the NITD and now the recently appointed interim President of Gallaudet University, all done in 
tandem! I found that Rochester is truly the Deaf-user friendly city with a high percentage of deaf 
residents living there along with a high number of deaf professionals. Here one can meet a deaf 
dental surgeon, a deaf principal of a school, numerous deaf university and college professors 
(lecturers) coming from the Rochester Institute of Technology (in which the NITD is part of) and 
the University of Rochester. ASL/English interpretation services in Rochester are freely available 
where one can simply pick the textphone up and engage at short notice. 
 
I was swayed with the enthusiasm of the great American public in following the World Series of 
Baseball which culminated in a thrilling finale which saw St Louis Cardinals beat Detroit Tigers. 
By following matches on television in my hotel bedrooms, I thus have developed a working 
knowledge of the rules of the game from the level of an absolute novice thanks to Martin’s 
interpreting the televised games.  
 
To have Martin as my interpreting companion really affected me in a positive manner a lot. I 
found the travelling aspect was made a more pleasant and leisurely experience because he kept 
me informed about delays at airports and rail stations, rather than me having to go around asking 
or showing tickets or having to write things down. That is something my deaf friends agree with 
about travelling with an interpreter. Furthermore, several museums and archives are run by 
hearing persons with little knowledge of international signs hence it was essential to have Martin 
to interpret. Martin informed me that he was really impressed with the quality of English the 
European curators possess thus making his interpreting an enjoyable experience 
 
I marvelled at the brilliant timekeeping of the transportation network within Europe. I wish that, 
when planning my tour, I had taken more time to look at the European rail timetables on-line 
because some of the flights were unnecessary and also, to my amazement, rail fares were much 
cheaper than ours in the UK! Some of my flights had to be changed twice, whereas there was a 
simple rail journey where you only had to wait half an hour. There was some travelling time 
wasted getting from the town to the airport and you could easily waste some hours just getting to 
the plane. Some flights I made were done in small planes – something I did not bargain for. It was 
a great delight to have met the booking clerkess, Marieke Tiesema, a child of deaf adults (CoDA) 
who was able to sign, at Leiden Rail Station where she works as a rail station hostess. 
 

While staying over a leisurely weekend in Williamsburg, I took 
the opportunity to understand more about the Colonial and 
Revolutionary days of America by savouring attractions found 
within the “Historical Triangle” of Jamestown, Yorktown and 
Williamsburg.  I met Richard Cheatham, a guide in Jamestown, 
who is a direct descendant of John Rolfe (husband of the famous 
Pocahontas). From me, he was interested to learn of deaf members 
of the Bolling family whom he did not know of.  This information 
needs to be included in the mainstream history of early America. 
Incidentally, the HM the Queen paid a visit to Jamestown in May 
2007, some months after mine. 
 
The biggest bugbear about air travel was the baggage allowance 
that varied from airline to airline.  So I had to resort to sending at 

least 5 packages home costing some £30 in postage every time. Poor Martin had to fork out some 
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£100 at Schiphol Airport en route to Leipzig. He then had to send a large parcel home the 
following morning! 
 
I was shocked at the cost of laundry in hotels. The hotels charged extortionate amounts for 
laundry and there were few hotels where I could do my own laundry whereas in America, 
practically all the hotels I stayed had self-service laundry facilities.  
 
The Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowship gave me 
great opportunity to renew old friendships with people I 
have met at various Deaf History conferences in the 
USA, France, Edinburgh and Germany over the past 15 
years and now I have finally seen them in their own 
countries with them showing me what they are doing in 
promotion of Deaf History. My attendance at the 6th 
DHI Conference in Berlin in July, two months before 
the commencement of my study tour, did greatly assist 
me in finalising my plans as I needed some face-to-face 
discussions with a few acquaintances, both old and 
new. It is to these people I am greatly indebted for their 
sound advice in making my tour programme a truly 
wonderful experience with realistic timetables.    
 
As my study tour was supported by the Churchill 
Fellowship Trust it was inevitable that I must see 
something connected to Winston Churchill, the great 
man himself, during my study tour. I saw in Prague two 
statues - one being a “head-and-shoulder” bust executed by F. White situated close to the British 
Embassy and another being a full-height Oscar Nemon statue, identical to the one in Parliament 
Square in London. I also saw an Oscar Nemon bust of Winston Churchill, in Churchill Park in 
Copenhagen which is near both the Museum of the Danish Resistance and the English Church. In 
Oslo, I viewed one full-height statue executed by Ivor Roberts-Jones. Well after my return, I 
realized after surfing the Internet that I had missed the statues in Brussels, Washington and 
Toronto, the latter two being situated within easy distances from where I was!  

 
Accompanied by Norwegian hosts, I had a few drinks (at great 
expense) at two Oslo pubs named after Winston Churchill. At 
Sir Winston’s Pub I was surprisingly presented with a cup and 
saucer with the pub symbol emblazened on the cup, along with 
a polo shirt.  Incidentally, at Bletchley Park in late May, I was 
unsuccessfully begged by Jack Darrah, the curator, to part with 
my polo shirt for his Churchill Collection! Unfortunately the 
other pub Churchill’s did not have anything I could get 
although members of the bar staff were wearing black tops with 
a large white motif featuring the face of Churchill printed on 
the back - maybe Odd-Inge will try to get one for me!   
 
As an avid Hearts FC fan, I was privileged to have been taken 
by my Bergen host, Thorbjørn, to visit the statue of the late 
Roald “Kniksen” Jensen, the greatest Norwegian footballer of 

all times, who used to play for Hearts in the late 1960s, outside the SV Brann stadium.  
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When driving on highways in America, I kept seeing road signs indicating various battlefields of 
the American Civil War; at times I was tempted to visit the aforementioned sites!  I had to resist 
exploring these historic sites of which I knew through reading and screen-watching during my 
boyhood however, due to time constraints.  
 

I spent an hour or two in the well-stocked Swem 
Library, William and Mary College in Williamsburg 
to research the Bolling family who had two 
generations of deaf children. The first generation 
was taught by Thomas Braidwood in Edinburgh and 
the other generation was taught by Thomas’ 
grandson, John at the family home in Cobbs in 
Chesterfield, Virginia which I did visit – only a 
couple of miles from my hotel after making several 
detours. There is nothing on the site anymore except 
a historical sign. 
 

My American hosts keep telling me of other museums throughout the other states in America that 
I should have visited but time did not allow that. They said the best one is The William J. Marra 
Museum of Deaf Culture, housed in the Deaf Cultural Centre in Olathe, Kansas, where some 
2,000 pictures, 700 relics, and 500 books are kept. So I may consider doing the round of such 
museums another time! I was also made aware of other Deaf museums that existed in the rest of 
Russia – all based in centres for deaf people. I was really so privileged to witness the historical 
announcement of the Government grant to revamp the existing deaf museum in Trondheim in 
Norway. I saw the mayoral visit to the Liege deaf club in Belgium.  
 
I must make mention of how modern technology has played a great part in my study tour as the 
use of mobile phones was irreplaceable after countless relays of sms (short message service) were 
made with hosts to fix rendezvous, to advise change of times, etc. The use of the Internet is a 
definite boon to ascertain routes from one place to another, especially when I used the hire car in 
the USA. 
 
I was advised by the panel at the Fellowship interview in Queen's Gate Terrace in London that 
my programme might be a bit intensive and tiring. But by a miracle, I was able to survive through 
the long nine-week tour including a one-week holiday with my wife and two friends in Las Vegas 
and two days’ respite at home between the European leg and the American leg.  I was only really, 
really tired four times throughout the whole trip where I had to sleep twice in the afternoon and a 
late morning twice – all arising due to very early morning starts to catch flights - that was all. 
Presumably I was so highly motivated with eagerness ready to visit the next stops knowing that 
my hosts were ready to greet and take me about with the right amounts of time left for relaxing in 
front of TV sets at hotels at night. 
 
I am truly gratified to be awarded the once-in-the-lifetime opportunity from the Winston 
Churchill Memorial Trust to undertake the unique study tour about which my hosts declared great 
interest and envy. 
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The Aftermath 
 
 

pon returning home, I was invited to participate in various projects relating to preservation 
and promotion of Deaf History drawing from my experiences gained during my successful 
and meaningful study tour. 

 
Birmingham Deaf Cultural Centre, Birmingham 

 U
Consultant to application for funding for the Deaf Heritage Project 
January 2007 
 
BID Services for Deaf People, Birmingham 
Trustees Meeting 
Presentation on: Canadian Deaf Culture Centre 
1st February 2007 
 
Bantock Park Museum, Wolverhampton 
Setting up of Deaf History Exhibition Room 
Initial meeting 7th February 2007 
 
British Deaf History Society, Warrington 
BDHS Open Day 
PowerPoint Presentation: The report of my WCTF study tour  
10th February 2007 
 
Braidwood School for Deaf Children, Birmingham 
Developing Deaf History Module with 2 teachers 
15th February 2007 
 
Royal School for Deaf Children Margate 
1st meeting of Steering Group on School Archives 
20th February 2007 
 
PEN-International, Rochester 
Submission of Article: Importance of Deaf History in Deaf Education 
For publication in WFD News Spring 2007 
 
World Federation for the Deaf, Finland 
Submission of Article: Preservation and Conversation of Deaf Archives 
For publication in WFD News Summer 2007 
 
World Federation of the Deaf, Madrid 
Submission of an abstract on: Preserving and Conserving Deaf Culture through Museums and 
Archives 
accepted for presentation at the WFD Congress, Madrid, July 2007 
 
Scottish Council on Deafness, Glasgow 
Guest of Honour 70th Anniversary AGM: Preservation of Deaf Archives in Scotland 
October 2007 
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DEAF-RELATED MATERIALS 
presented and purchased during my Churchill Travelling Fellowship Study Tour 

 
BELGIUM 
 

Publications: 
Anon (1989) Historie de la Societe Roayle de Secours-Mutuels des Soiurds-Muetys de laprovince de Liege: 
Siege social: Liege, Belgium 
Benmerzouk, M (2000?) Repertoire du reseau Bruxellios de documentation en promotion de la sante: 
Brussels, Centre de Documentation Sante Bruxelles 
Fevlado (2006) DOVEN NIEUWS: Jaargang 81, no. 5 Sept –Oct 2006: Fevlado VZW, Ghent, Belgium 
Gerday, C & Thomas, V (no date) L’Histoire des Sourds 
Le Maire, B (1996) Joseph Henrion: Premier professeur sourd de Belgique: Centre Robert Dresse, Liege, 
Belgium  
Missiaen, Zr. D (foreword) (2000) 800 jaar Spermalie 1200-2000 
VisuCom (2006) Produits specialises en langue des signes francais No. 6: Association VisuCom: 
Marseilles, France  
 

CD-ROMs: 
Demuynck, B (2006) “Une riche tribute d’idees nouvelles”: De catalogisering van de bibliotheek van 
Charles- Louis Carton (1802-1863) (PowerPoint presentation) 
 

Journals: 
Sournal: Journal de la FFSB: no. 88 (Oct/Nov/Dec. 2005) 
Sournal: Journal de la FFSB: no. 89 (Jan/Feb/March 2005) 
Sournal: Journal de la FFSB: no. 90 (Apr/May/June 2005) 
Sournal: Journal de la FFSB: no. 91 (July/Aug/Sept. 2005) 
Sournal: Journal de la FFSB: no. 88 (Oct/Nov/Dec. 2005) 
 

Articles & Photostats: 
Berg, A (1893) Souvenir of the World’s Congress of Representative Deaf Mutes (July 17 to 24, 1893): 
Chicago, USA (front cover & page nos. 11 & 12) 
Buyens, M (2006) Officiele Opening van het “Dovenmuseum Broeder Leothard” in Dovenzorg: Jaargang 
11: No.4. July/August 2006 
Demuynck, B (2006) “Une riche tribute d’idees nouvelles”: De catalogisering van de bibliotheek van 
Charles- Louis Carton (1802-1863) (print-out of the PowerPoint presentation) 
Demuynck, B (2006) A Contribution to the contextualisation of Deaf and Blind education: The archives 
Carton (a discussion text): Spermalie, Bruges, Belgium 
Elsen, P. (2006) Biechtboekjes: in Brugse Gidsenkroniek: Jaargang 39/2006: Bruges, Belgium 
Information Pack: (hand alphabets, portraits of Directors, photos of old hearing devices used in school, etc) 
Koninklijk Instituut Spermalie, Bruges, Belgium 
 
THE NETHERLANDS 
 

Publications: 
Betten, H (1984) Bevrijdend Gebaar: Het Levensverhall Van Henri Daniël Guyot: 
Betten, H (1998) Levens Vol Gebaren: 
De Kleer, G-J (2002) Niet Luid Maar Duidelijk: Dovenschap, Utrecht 
Comite oud-leerlingen Guyot 200 (1990) 200 jaar doveninstitutuut: van gebaar tot gebaar 1790 – 1990: 
Revius, S (1994) Het Gehoor: geillustrateerd door middel van postzegels: Utrecht 
 

Journals & Magazines: 
Het Gebarenplein Nieuws No. 1 (December 2005): WEZODO, Zoetermeer, Holland 
Het Gebarenplein Nieuws No. 2 (February 2006): WEZODO, Zoetermeer, Holland 
Het Gebarenplein Nieuws No. 3 (May 2006): WEZODO, Zoetermeer, Holland 
Het Gebarenplein Nieuws No. 4 (July 2006): WEZODO, Zoetermeer, Holland 
Het Sein (Haren edition) 
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Wij Doven: no. 378 (June 2006) Uitgave van Stichting Clubhuis Voor Doven, Groningen 
 

Information Leaflets: 
Amsterdamse Doven Historie: Workgroup Amsterdam Deaf History: Amsterdam, SWDA 
Efftha Guyot Group (xxxx) The vital importance of communication: The Royal Effatha Guyot Group, 
Zwolle 
Historie Doven Groningen (xxxx): Stadswandeling te Groningen: plaatsen waar H.D.Guyot woonde en 
werkte: (A Walking Guide to places of interest relating to Guyot) Stichting Clubhuis voor Doven 
Groningen 
SWDA (xxxx) Deaf Community in Amsterdam, Holland: Deaf Meeting Place (The DOC): Amsterdam, 
SWDA 
 

Floppy Discs: 
Betten, H. (2006) Catalogue of Books at Charles Guyot Library, Haren 
 

Postcards: 
www.tolknet.org Tolk To Me Deaf Awareness cards (2 in no.) 
www.effathaguyot.nl: The Hand Alphabet of the Netherlands 
 
GERMANY 
 

Publications:  
Heinker, H-H (2003) 225 Jahre Samuel-Heinicke-Schule: Festschrift, Leipzig, Germany 
Winkler, J. (1998) Erwin Spindler (1860 – 1926): 
Winkler, J (1994) Katalog der Kunstsammlung der bibliotek Hor-Und sprachgeshadigtenwesen Leipzig: 
Deutesches Insititut fur Internationalke Padagogische forshung. Frankfurt am Mains; Berlin, Bibliothek fur 
Bildungsgeschichtliche Forshung 
 

Information Leaflets: 
Dieter Fricke: a chronology  
David Ludwig Bloch: a chronology 
Samuel-Heinicke-Schule Bilbliothek Hor-und Sprachgeshadigtenwesen Leipzig 
 

Postcards: 
Samuel Heinicke: Portrait by Thomas Bernhard (1879-?) 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
 

EFSLI Conference Package: 
Conference Programme: Innovative Practices in Team Interpreting 
 

DVDs: 
Hruby J & Hruba, I (2005) Neslysici v dejinach: FRPSP, Prague, Czech Republic 
 
DENMARK 
 

Publications: 
Andersen, A, Tillner, A & Neilsen, P (1975) Det Synlige Ord: Dovemenigheden i Danmark 1900-1975: De 
Doves Menighed, Copenhagen 
Iorgenson, J (1904) Praedikensaling for Dovstumme: Missiontrykkeriet (ved J. Fischgmann),  
Copenhagen 
 

Journals & Magazines: 
Dovehistorisk tidsskrift - December 2002: Rasmussen, J.W. (ed.) Dovehistorisk Selskab, Copenhagen 
Dovehistorisk tidsskrift - May 2003: Rasmussen, J.W. (ed.) Dovehistorisk Selskab, Copenhagen 
Effata: Kirkeblad for dovemenighederne #2 April-July 2005: 
Effata: Kirkeblad for dovemenighederne #3 August – November 2005: 
Effata: Kirkeblad for dovemenighederne #1 December – March 2006: 
Effata: Kirkeblad for dovemenighederne #2 April – July 2006: 
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Effata: Kirkeblad for dovemenighederne #3 August – November 2006: 
 

Information Leaflets: 
Carl Becker (1871-1942): The founder of education of the deaf in Denmark: Larsen, T B, Dovehistorisk 
Selskab, Copenhagen, Denmark  
De Doves Kirke: The Deaf Church, Copenhagen, Denmark 
Peter Atke Castberg (1779-1823): One of the great deaf members of the Danish Deaf Community: 
Rasmussen, J W (ed.), Dovehistorisk Selskab, Copenhagen, Denmark (1997) 
Ulrik Frederick Gram (1810-1892): Denmark’s first deaf teacher: Rasmussen, J W (ed.), Dovehistorisk 
Selskab, Copenhagen, Denmark (1997) 
The Royal Institute for the deaf and Dumb in Copenhagen: Rasmussen, J W (ed.), Dovehistorisk Selskab, 
Copenhagen, Denmark (1997) 
 

DVDs: 
Det Dansk Bibelselskab(xxxx) Bibelske og liturgiske tester pa dansk tegnsprog 
 
NORWAY 
 

Publications: 
Arnaud, C (1989) Abbe de L’Epee og Hans Verk: Doves Forlag AS, Bergen 
Gronvik, T (1999) Folkehøgskolen i Norge 
Moe, H (1948) Beretning for De Doves forening I Trondheim:Gjennon 20 Ar: Adresseavisens Boktrykkeri 
Nordic Folk High School Organizations (1994) The Nordic Folk High Schools Markku Books 
Sander, T J (1980) Med landets dove gjennom hundre ar: Bergen Doveforening 1880-1980: Forste del 
1880-1930 Doves Trykkeri AS, Bergen 
Sander, T J (1980) Med landets dove gjennom hundre ar: Bergen Doveforening 1880-1980: Annen del 
1930-1980 Doves Trykkeri AS, Bergen 
Sander, T J (1998) Fra Christiania Dovestumme-Institut til Skadalen kompetansesenter: Doves Trykkeri 
AS, Bergen 
Sander, T J (1998) Trondheim Doveforening gennom hundre ar: Doves Trykkeri AS, Bergen 
Sander, T J (2000) Doveforeningen I Stavanger: Gjennom hundre ar: Doves Trykkeri AS, Bergen 
Sander, T J (2006) Vi Som Ikke Horte Flyalarmen: Horselshemmede under krig og okkupasjon 1939-45: 
Sigma Forlag AS, Bergen 
Skjolberg, T (1986) Trondheim offentlige skole for dove 1825-1986: med hgovedlinjene i 
doveundervisningens historie ute og hjemme: Doves Forlag AS, Bergen 
Skjolberg, T (1989) Andreas Christian Moller: 1796-1874: Dovstummeistitutet i Trondejem og pionertiden 
i norsk doveundervisning: Doves Folrag AS, Bergen 
Skjolberg, T (1989) Andreas Christian Moller: Den forset dovenskolen i Norge undervisningshefte: Doves 
Folrag AS, Bergen 
Schroeder, O-I (1978) Dove-Foreningen 1878-1978: H Aschehoug & Co. (W. Nygaard), Oslo 
(unknown) (1973) Trondheim Doveforeniong 75 Ar Beretning (1898-1973): Doves Trykkeri AS, Bergen 
 

Journals: 
Budstikken no. 8 (21.Sept.2006) Sander, TJ (ed.) Bergen Dovesenter, Bergen, Norway 
Doves Blad no. 2 (April 2006) Nordbrond, O.E.V. (ed.) Doveprosten i Norge, Oslo, Norway  
Døve Tidsskrift no. 14 (Apr 1994) Skaten, I (ed.) Norges Dovefrobund, Oslo, Norway 
Døve Tidsskrift no. 1 (Jan 2006) Herland, H (ed.) Norges Dovefrobund, Oslo, Norway 
Døve Tidsskrift no. 2 (Feb 2006) Herland, H (ed.) Norges Dovefrobund, Oslo, Norway 
Døve Tidsskrift no. 3 (Mar 2006) Herland, H (ed.) Norges Dovefrobund, Oslo, Norway 
Døve Tidsskrift no. 4 (Apr 2006) Herland, H (ed.) Norges Dovefrobund, Oslo, Norway 
Døve Tidsskrift no. 5 (May 2006) Herland, H (ed.) Norges Dovefrobund, Oslo, Norway 
Døve Tidsskrift no. 7 (Aug 2006) Herland, H (ed.) Norges Dovefrobund, Oslo, Norway 
Døve Tidsskrift no. 8 (Sept 2006) Herland, H (ed.) Norges Dovefrobund, Oslo, Norway 
Døveblindes Ukeblad #32 (11th Aug 2006) Foreningen Norges døvblinde, Oslo, Norway 
NYE Journal fro Døve: Vol. 16 no. 1 (March 2006) Sander, TJ (ed.) Norsk Døvehistorisk Selskap, Bergen, 
Norway 
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NYE Journal fro Døve: Vol. 16 no. 2 (June 2006) Sander, TJ (ed.) Norsk Døvehistorisk Selskap, Bergen, 
Norway 
Tolkeavisa no. 3 (2006) Aurstad, T.K. (ed.) Tolkeforbundet, Jessheim, Norway  
 

Booklets & Information Leaflets: 
1974-1999: Ål Folkehøysskole og kurssenter for Døve: Deaf Folk High School, Ål, Norway 
2000: Ål Folkehøysskole og kurssenter for Døve: Deaf Folk High School, Ål, Norway 
Various programmes of performances: Teatre Manu, Det Norske Tegnspråkteater, Oslo, Norway 
Detta er Dove organisasjonen:  Norges Doveforbund, Oslo, Norway 
Fra Doveskolen til Domen: Dove steinhuggere i Nidarosdomen (Sept 2006) H. Mellemsether: Norsk 
Dovemuseum (A4 edition) 
Fra Doveskolen til Domen: Dove steinhuggere i Nidarosdomen (Sept 2006) H. Mellemsether: Norsk 
Dovemuseum (A5 edition) 
Hva skjer i Bergen Døveforening?: Døves Trykkeri AS, Bergen, Norway 
Kast deg Ut i Det: Ål Folkehøysskole og kurssenter for Døve, Norway 
Norsk Døvemuseum: Trøndelag, Trondheim, Norway 
Olaf Hassel (1898 - 1972): The deaf-born Norwegian farmer-boy with the world reputation among 
astronomers: Anda R. (1997) 3rd International Conference on Deaf History, Trondheim, Norway 
Tegnsprakkulturfestival (Sign Language Culture Festival) 2002 (English version): Deaf Folk High School, 
Ål, Norway 
Tegnsprakkulturfestival (Sign Language Culture Festival) 2002 (Norwegian version): Deaf Folk High 
School, Ål, Norway 
The Folk High Schools in Norway: Information Offices for the Norwegian Folk High Schools, Oslo, 
Norway 
Training in Sign Language: Fylkesmannen i Aust-Agder, Trondheim, Norway 
Video på Tegnsprak 2003: Doves Media, Ål, Norway 
 

DVDs: 
Andreas Christian Møller (1998) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
Året Rundt (1999/2000) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
Eilif Ohna (1991) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
Rfra det medisinske til det kulturelle (1998) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
Harald Vik (1996) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
Lars Havstad (1998) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
Mathias Stoltenberg (1997) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
NDFs 75 årsjubileum (1993) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
Olav Hassel (1998) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
Ragnhild Kåta (1999) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
Thorbjørn Johan Sander (1995) DovesMedia: Ål, Norway 
 

Videos: 
Ål Folkehøyskole og kurssenter Skoleart for døve 2002/03 
Photostats of Published Papers: 
Schröder, O-I (2000) Educating Deaf Students in Sign Linguistics: published in Educating deaf Students: 
Global perspectives: Power, D & Leigh G (eds.) Washington, DC, USA: Gallaudet Press 
Schröder, O-I (1993) Introduction to the History of Norwegian Sign Language: published in looking back: 
A Reader on the History of Deaf Communities and their Sign Languages (Fischer, R. & Lane, H (eds.) 
Hamburg, Germany: Signum Press 
Schröder, O-I (1997) A Norwegian Minority Language: Sign Language: published in Language Contact 
and Language Conflict: Royneland, U (ed.) Oslo, Norway: Volta College 
 

Press Cuttings: 
Stav, T U (Udresfeavifen: Trondheim: 26th Sept. 2006) Etterlengtede penger til dovemuseet 
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FINLAND 
 

Publications: 
The Finnish Association of the Deaf (2004) Digistrategy of the Finnish Association for the Deaf and action 
to be taken 2005-2009: FAD, Helsinki, Finland  
Ministry of Justice (2006) Report of the Government on the application of language legislation 2006: 
Helsinki, Finland: Libris Oy 
Naukkarinen, T. (2005) Kuuromykasta Viitomakieliseen: Suomessa Julkaistua: Kuurojen Alan 
Kirjallistuutta 1868-2005: Stalfors Information Logistics Oy, Helsinki 
 

Journals: 
FAD News 2005: Posti, A & Makipaa, A (eds ) The Finnish Association of the Deaf, Helsinki, Finland 
 WFD News: Vol. 14 no. 1 July 2001: Aquiline, C-L (ed.) The World Federation of the Deaf, Helsinki, 
Finland 
 

Information Leaflets: 
Carl Oscar Malm: Kuurojen Museo, Helsinki, Finland 
Charting the Future: Vision 2020 and 2010 & Action Plan 2003-2007:  WFD, Helsinki, Finland 
From Deaf-Mutes to Sign language Users: Centenary Exhibition of the Finnish Association of the Deaf: 19 
May 2005 – 15 Dec 2006: Kuurojen Museo, Helsinki, Finland 
Viittomakieli – yksi aidinkielistamme: Kuurojen Liitto ry, Helsinki, Finland 
Kuurojen Museo (The Finnish Museum of the Deaf) - information leaflet, Helsinki, Finland 
The Light House, the venue for  successful events – information leaflet, Helsinki, Finland 
Research Institute for the languages of Finland: KOTUS, Helsinki, Finland 
SUVI – an on line dictionary of Finnish Sign Language - information leaflet, Finnish Deaf Association 
Vardagstecken (1994) Dövas Förbund, Helsinki, Finland 
World Federation of the Deaf: Full Equality & Quality of Life for all Deaf People:  (updated 30.8.2006) 
WFD, Helsinki, Finland 
WFD Members’ Circular: Sept 2006: WFD, Helsinki, Finland 
 

Print-outs from websites: 
International Council of Museums: ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums, 2006 
Finnish Museums Association 
Museums in Finland 
 

Videos: 
Kuurojen Liitto ry (1998) Kuurojen Videotiedote 13/98 
 

CD-ROMs: 
Kuurojen Liitto ry (1999) Viittoen Opintielle: Kuurojenopetuksen historiaa Suomessa (Learning by Signs: 
History of Deaf Education in Finland  
 
RUSSIA 
 

Publications: 
Evseeva, M (2005) Fortunes Blighted by War: Deaf People of Russia and CIS countries during the years of 
WWII: The All-Russia Society of the Deaf (VOG), Moscow 
Karepov, V K & Pichugin, Y B (compilers) (2006) The Visible Music in Colors: Deaf Artists of Russia: 
The All-Russian Society of the Deaf (VOG), Moscow 
Schekekochikhin, A G (xxxx) Moscow Pantomime Drama Theatre: Moscow, USSR. 
Tumanova, L (2002) Book of poems Moscow 
xxxx.x (2004) Friendly languages: dictionary, gesture, exercise, conversation: St. Petersburg, Russia: 
G.I.F. 
VOG (2006) 80th Anniversary Calendar 1926-2006 (October 2006-September 2007): Moscow, Russia: 
VOG 
 

Journals: 
BEC: Aug& Sept. 2006: VOG, Moscow, Russia 
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Vestnik Magazine: #2, 2005 WFD Eastern Europe and Middle Asia Regional Secretariat, Moscow, Russia 
 

Information Leaflets: 
Deaf Resort Hotel in the Black Sea (publicity leaflet): VOG, Moscow, Russia 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

Publications:  
Albertini, J (2004) NTID Papers and Publications: NTID, RIT, Rochester, NYS, USA 
De Caro, J & Clymer, E W (2006) PEN-International Year Fiver Report: NTID, RIT, Rochester, NYS, 
USA 
Gordon, D R (1982) Rochester Institute of Technology: Industrial development and educational innovation 
in an American city: The Edwin Mellen Press, New York & Toronto  
Hay, J A (2006) The Deaf Community in England (PowerPoint presentation): Rochester Recreation Club 
for the Deaf, Rochester, NYS, USA 
Lane, H (2004) A Deaf Artist in early America: the Worlds of John Brewster Jr. Beacon Press, Boston, 
USA 
McCanner, H K (1976) The Hessian Barracks: a witness to history: Frederick, MD, USA: Maryland 
School for the Deaf 
Root, G C (ed.) (1924) Father and daughter: a collection of Cogswell letters and diaries (1772-1830): The 
American School for the Deaf, West Hartford, Connecticut, USA 
Unknown (1933) A brief history of the American School for the Deaf at Hartford: ASD, West Hartford, 
Connecticut  
 

Journals & Magazines: 
The Buff and Blue: Vol. CXV Special edition #10 (Oct. 8th 2006) Elliot, C & Gunton-Rumball, R (co-
writers), Gallaudet University, Washington DC, USA 
Building Futures: issue 112 (Summer 2006) Rochester School for the Deaf, Rochester, NYS 
Building Futures: issue 113 (Fall 2006) Rochester School for the Deaf, Rochester, NYS 
Focus NTID (Fall 2005/Winter2006) Carmichael, P (ed.) NTID, Rochester, NYS, USA 
The Maryland Bulletin Vol. CXXV, No.3 (Spring 2005) Tucker, J E (ed.) MSD, Frederick, USA  
The Maryland Bulletin Vol. CXXVI, No.   (Fall 2005)  Tucker, J E (ed.) MSD, Frederick, USA 
The Maryland Bulletin Vol. CXXVI, No. 2 (Winter 2005/2006) Tucker, J E (ed.) MSD, Frederick, USA 
The Maryland Bulletin Vol. CXXVI, No. 3 (Spring 2006) Tucker, J E (ed.) MSD, Frederick, USA 
The Volta Review Vol. 105, Number 2 (Fall 2005): Chute, P (ed.). Alexander Graham Bell Assoc. for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Washington, DC, USA 
The Volta Review Vol. 105, Number 3 (Winter 2005) Steyger, P (ed.). Alexander Graham Bell Assoc. for 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Washington, DC, USA 
The Washington Post Magazine (December 18th 1988) Fussman, C. The Non-Stop Hero (I. K. Jordan) 
Volta Voices, Vol. 13 No.5 (Sept/Oct 2006): Alexander Graham Bell Assoc. for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing, Washington DC, USA 
 

Booklets & Information Leaflets: 
American School for the Deaf: A Brief History and Major Accomplishments: ASD, Hartford, CT, USA 
The Archive Project of the American School for the Deaf: Preserving a Noble Heritage for Future 
Generations: ASD, Hartford, CT, USA 
Certificate in Deaf Studies/ASL... WHY?: NTID, RIT, Rochester, NYS, USA 
Chronology of Laurent Clerc: ASD, Hartford, CT, USA 
Hagemeyer, A. L. (2004) The Beginning of Deaf Education in America: ASD, Hartford, CT, USA 
Deaf Is – www.deafis.org – information leaflet on Deaf Awareness ASD, Hartford, CT, USA 
Deaf Studies Archive at Rochester Institute of Technology: RIT, Rochester, NYS, USA 
Dyer Arts Centre: Inaugural Invitational Exhibit (Oct 26 2001 – Jan 25 2002): NTID, RIT, Rochester, 
NYS, USA 
Exhibits in the Joseph F. and Helen C. Dyer Arts Center at NITD, Oct 2006: NTID, RIT, Rochester, NYS, 
USA 
Mythology Images by Thirteen Artists: An invitational exhibit (13 Sept 2006 – Oct 28 2006) NTID, RIT, 
Rochester, NYS, USA 
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NTID ASLIE (ASL and Interpreting Education) Information Pack: NITD, RIT, Rochester, NYS, USA 
School Prospectus: Rochester School for the Deaf, Rochester, NYS 
The Fifteen Puzzle: ASD, Hartford, CT, USA 
Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet: Chronology: ASD, Hartford, CT, USA 
Thorkelson, C & Wait, G E (revisers) 2004 Hartford Area Sites Important to the History of Deaf 
Education: ASD, Hartford, CT, USA 
 

Photostats: 
Berg, A (1893) Souvenir& Program: World Congress of Representative Deaf Mutes, Chicago, USA 
Bolling William (10th Dec 1841) Letter on education of his deaf siblings in Edinburgh and John Braidwood 
in Virginia 
Fay, E A (1817-1893) The Virginia Institution for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb (and of the Blind): 
extracted from Histories of American Schools for the Deaf Vol.1: VSDB Archives, Staunton, VA 
Handwritten notes anonymous: History of the Virginia School for the Deaf 1812-1924: VSDB Archives 
The Deaf Mutes Journal: 5th May 1881 Vol. K no. 18: Thomas Bolling, believed to have been the First 
Educated Deaf-Mute in America: Gallaudet Archives, Washington, DC 
Wyndham, Robertson (1887) Pocahontas and Her Descendants (pp. 35, 41, 64-69): Richmond, VA, USA: 
(researched in the Swem Library, William and Mary College, Williamsburg, VA, USA) 
The Ancestors and Descendants of John Rolfe, etc: Bolling of Yorkshire and London: Virginian Magazine 
of History and Biography: Vol. 21 (1913) pp. 310 – 314: The Swem Library, William and Mary College, 
Williamsburg, VA, USA 
The Ancestors and Descendants of John Rolfe, etc: Bolling of Virginia: Virginian Magazine of History and 
Biography: Vol. 22 (1914) pp. 103 – 107: The Swem Library, William and Mary College, Williamsburg, 
VA, USA 
The Ancestors and Descendants of John Rolfe, etc: Bolling of Virginia (cont’d): Virginian Magazine of 
History and Biography: Vol. 22 (1914) pp. 215 – 217: The Swem Library, William and Mary College, 
Williamsburg, VA, USA 
The Ancestors and Descendants of John Rolfe, etc: Bolling of Virginia (cont’d): Virginian Magazine of 
History and Biography: Vol. 22 (1914) pp. 331 – 333: The Swem Library, William and Mary College, 
Williamsburg, VA, USA 
Photos of Bolling Hall: Mike Olson’s Collection, Washington DC, USA 
Various pictures of the Bolling family, Cobbs and Bolling Hall: VSDB Archives, Staunton, VA 
 

Print-outs from the RIT Library website: 
American Sign Language and Deaf Culture Videos 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
Deaf and Special Education Databases and Journals 
Deaf Artists Resources  
Deaf Biographies 
Deaf Culture Resources  
Deaf in Literature 
Deaf Women Bibliography  
Interpretation and Deaf resources 
Language and Communication Options in Deaf Education  
Leisure Materials: ETRR Videos 
NITD Student Guide to the RIT Library 
Sign Language(s) Dictionaries 
 

Press Cuttings & releases: 
Press release: Faculty Student Staff Alumni Coalition: 11 October 2006, Gallaudet University 
Press Release: The Office of the President: 11 October 2006 (6.45pm), Gallaudet University, 
Gallaudet classes to resume after protests: (Nationline column) USA Today (New York) 16 Oct 2006 
Gallaudet drops Fernandes as incoming school president: Rochester Democrat and Chronicle (Rochester, 
NYS) 30 October 2006 
Psychologist: Deaf, mute man incompetent to stand trial: The News Leader (Staunton, VA) 13 Oct 2006  
New Opportunities for VSDB: (The editorial) The News Leader (Staunton, VA) 13 Oct 2006 
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Students blockade Gallaudet: The News Leader (Staunton, VA), 13 Oct 2006 
 

Philatelic Commemoratives: 
First Day of Issue: Thomas H. Gallaudet Stamp: ASD, West Hartford, CT: 10 June 1983 
Commemorative First Day of Issue Sheet: Gallaudet Building: ASD, West Hartford, CT:  10 June 1983 
Commemorative First Day of Issue Sheet: Portrait of THG: ASD, West Hartford, CT:  10 June 1983 
Commemorative First Day of Issue Sheet: Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, Sophie Gallaudet, Laurent Clerc, 
Rev. Thomas Gallaudet & Edward Miner Gallaudet: ASD, West Hartford, CT:  10 June 1983 
Commemorative Banquet Program: CT Chapter of the Gallaudet College Alumni Association: ASD, West 
Hartford, CT: 10 June 1983 
 

Artefacts: 
Wooden carving of Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind, Staunton, VA executed by B. L. Williams 
NTID Mug 
 
CANADA 
 

Publications: 
Campbell, H, Robinson, J-A & Stratiy, A (2002) Deaf women of Canada: a proud history and exciting 
future: Duval House Publishing, Edmonton & Ottawa, Canada 
Cripps, J. S. (2000) Quiet Journey: understanding the rights of deaf children: The Ginger Press, Inc. Owen 
Sound, Ontario, Canada 
Cummins, J. & Corson, D. (eds.) (1997) Encyclopedia of language and education Vol. 5 Bilingual 
Education: Kluweer Academic Publishers, Dordrecht, Boston & London 
Medugno, R. (2003) Bigger Dreams: a two act play about deaf politician Gary Malkowski: 1st Books 
Library, USA 
 

Journals: 
Rumballings: Vol. 2 Issue 4 (October 2006) The Bob Rumball Centre for the Deaf, Toronto, Canada  
OAD Newsletter: Summer 2006: Craig, W. (ed.) Ontario Association of the Deaf, Toronto, Canada 
Vibes: Vol. XXXIV No. 1 Spring & Summer 2006: The Canadian Hearing Society, Toronto 
Vibes: Vol. XXXIV No 2 Fall 2006: The Canadian Hearing Society, Toronto 
 

DVDs: 
Deaf Culture Centre:  Interviews with Canada AM and Breakfast TV as transmitted on July 4th & 5th 2006 
Deafplanet.com: the first television series & website in ASL The Canadian Cultural Society of the Deaf, 
Toronto, Canada 
By-Laws - ratified on October 15 2005 (ASL version): Ontario Association of the Deaf, Toronto, Canada 
 

Information Leaflets: 
Advocating for Deaf Ontario: Ontario Association for the Deaf, Toronto, Canada 
Classic Ontario ASL: Name Signs: a research documentary on DVD (publicity leaflet for purchasing): The 
Ontario Cultural Society of the Deaf, Toronto, Canada 
Get Connected to Ontario Interpreting Services: The Canadian Hearing Society, Toronto, Canada 
Get Connected to OIS After-Hours Emergency Interpreting Service: The Canadian Hearing Society, 
Toronto, Canada 
Get Connected to the Job You Want: CHS Employment Services: The Canadian Hearing Society, Toronto, 
Canada 
Deaf Culture Centre: information pack, Deaf Culture Centre, Toronto, Canada  
 

Information Leaflets issued by the Centre for Community Services & Development: The Toronto City 
George Brown College  
Pre-Interpreter (now re-named as ASL & Deaf Studies) Course information leaflet 
ASL and Deaf Studies Program – 1 Year Full Time Certificate Program 
ASL and Deaf Studies Program: Information package 
ASL – English Interpreter course information leaflet 
ASL-English Interpreter Program - 3 year Full Time Diploma 
ASL-English Interpreter Program Information Package 
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ASL-English Interpreter Program: Program Handbook for Students 
C110 – ASL-English Interpreter Program – Course Sequence Map 
Program 8: Subjects and Objects in ASL (Access/Grant MacEwan College) 
4 different kinds of verbs to show subjects and objects 
 

Information Leaflets issued by The Bob Rumball Centre for the Deaf 
Annual Review 2006 
Adult Residential Services 
Day Program 
Happy Hands Pre-School 
Ontario Early Years Centre 
Seniors Support Services 
Sign Language Services 
Specialized Parent/Infant Program 
Supportive/Independent Living 
The Ontario Long-term Care Home for the Deaf 
 

Press Cuttings: 
Martin, S (The Globe and Mail, Toronto, Canada: 4th November 2006) Mabel Grosvenor, Doctor (1905-
2006) (obituary of last surviving granddaughter of Alexander Graham Bell) 
Malkowski, Gary (WFD News Vol. 16 No. 2: July 2003) Deaf Politicians Elected to Public Office 
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Itinerary 

Dates Country: Towns Location Contact names Stay 
overnight 

 
 

 EUROPEAN LEG   

Sun  
3rd 
Sept 

 
 
Brussels                          
Belgium 

Wolverhampton to Milton Keynes by 
train. Martin’s car to Heathrow 
Heathrow Arpt. to Brussels National 
Arpt 

 
 
Bernard Le Maire 
 

Bernard and 
Nicole le 
Maire 

Mon 
4th 
Sept 

Ghent 
Belgium        

Brussels to Ghent by train.  
Taxi to Fevlado offices 
(Fevlado Diversus) 

Bram Bealaert: Archives Project 
Ingeberg Scheiris: History Project 
Liesje Raemdonate: ditto 

Bernard and  
Nicole le 
Maire 

Tues 
5th 
Sept 

Brussels 
Belgium   
                    
                     
Leige 
Belgium 

FFSB, Centre d’Information et de 
Documentation sur la Surdite 
Royal Blind & Deaf School, Woluwe St 
Lambert  
Robert Dresse Museum, 
Leige Deaf Club 

Lydia Lalleman, Librarian 
  
Paul Vervloessem, Principal 
 
Bernard le Maire, Curator 
Maurice Hayard, Chair   

Bernard and 
Nicole le 
Maire 
 

Wed 
6th 
Sept 

Bruges 
Belgium 
 
 
Brussels                     

Brussels to Bruges by train.  
Bus to school 
Spermalie School Archives and Library 
 
Dine out in town  

 
 
Bart Demuynck (Archives) 
Marc Dauw (Library) 
The Le Maire family 

Bernard and 
Nicole le 
Maire 

Thurs 
7th 
Sept 

Travel to:          
Amsterdam 
Holland 

Brussels to Amsterdam by train. Taxi 
to Leiderdrop for hotel. Train to 
Amsterdam 
Cruise on canals 
Amsterdam Deaf History Team  

 
 
 
 
Marion Scheffener, Chair 

Tulip Hotel 
Leiderdorp  

Fri 
8th 
Sept 

Zoetermeer 
Holland 
 

Amsterdam to Den Haag Central. 
Train to Zoetermeer with GW 
Zoetermeer Deaf Library  
Evening meal at the Wagenaars 

 
Gerdinard Wagenaar 
Paul Wagenaar, Curator 
Paul & Betty Wagenaar 

Tulip Hotel 
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Itinerary 

Sat 
9th 
Sept 

Leiden 
Holland                         
 
In Glessen-Oudekerk    

Morning at leisure in Leiden 
Train: Leiden to Hardinxveld-
Glessendam  
“Gondelvaart”   

 
 
Ernst Thoutenhooft 
Mr & Mrs Thoutenhooft 

Tulip Hotel 
 

Sun 
10th 
Sept 

Groningen 
 Holland    

Leiden to Groningen by train. 
Walking Tour of Deaf Groningen 

 
Henk Betten 
 

De Nieuwe 
Academie 

Mon 
11th  
Sept 

Haren 
Holland 
Groningen 
Holland 

Cemetery to see the Guyot grave 
Royal Effatha Guyot Deaf Institution 
Northern Netherlands Deaf Community 
Museum (evening) 

Henk Betten  
Annemieke Van Kampen 
  
Henk & Hetty Betten 

De Nieuwe 
Academie 

Tues 
12th 
Sept 

Travel to: 
Leipzig 
Germany 

Groningen to Schiphol Airport by 
train. Schiphol to Leipzig (change at 
Frankfurt) by air. 

 Top Vivaldi 
Hotel 
 

Wed 
13th 
Sept 

Leipzig  
Germany 
 

Morning at leisure 
Deaf Library & Archives, Samuel 
Heinicke School & Library & the  
South Cemetery (Heinicke grave)  

 
Reinhard Mulleur, Librarian 
Joachim Winkler, Archivist 
 

Top Vivaldi 
Hotel 
 

Thurs 
14th 
Sept  

Prague 
The Czech Republic 

Leipzig to Prague (change at 
Dresden) by train 
Meet Ivana & Gordon at hotel  

 
 
Ivana Tetauerouva: Host 

Ivana 
Tetauerouva 
 

Fri 
15th 
Sept 

Prague 
The Czech Republic 

City Sightseeing. View WSC Bust 
 
EFSLI Conference starts 17.00hrs 

 
 
 

John - Guest 
Martin at 
Hotel 

Sat 
16th 
Sept 

Prague 
The Czech Republic 

EFSLI Conference 
Conference Dinner 

 John - Guest 
Martin at 
Hotel 

Sun 
17th 
Sept 

Prague 
The Czech Republic 
 

Presentation of paper  9.00am 
EFSLI Conference ends 14.00hrs 
View WSC Statue 

 Both - Guests
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Mon 
18th 
Sept 

Prague 
The Czech Republic        
Copenhagen 
Denmark         

Czech Deaf Archives (morning) 
 
Prague to Copenhagen by air                

 
 
René Höjris, ICS member 

 
 
Absalon 
Annex 

Tues 
19th 
Sept 

Copenhagen 
Denmark         

Danish Deaf Museum and Archives 
Evening meal at the Hojrises & view his 
Churchill Room 
 

Jan William Rammseden, Curator 
 
René Höjris 

Absalon 
Annex 
 

Wed 
20th 
Sept 

Copenhagen 
Denmark         
 

Danish Deaf Church 
1866 Deaf Club 
Trivoli Gardens (evening) 

Tomas Kold, Manager 
 

Absalon 
Annex 

Thurs 
21st 
Sept 

Oslo 
Norway  
 

Copenhagen to Oslo by air.  
Mime Group 
Evening Meal at the Schroders, Fetsund 

Odd-Inge Schroder, ex-DHI President 
 
Odd-Inge & Bogumila Schroder 

Best Western 
Anker Hotel 

Fri 
22nd 
Sept 

Aal 
Norway 

Oslo to Aal by train 
Deaf Folk High School 

 
Jan Martin Braunti, President, 
Norwegian Deaf History Society 

Guest at Folk 
High School  

Sat 
23rd 
Sept 

Travel to:- Bergen 
 Norway 

Aal to Bergen (“Norway in A 
Nutshell”  tour) 
 

 
 
 

Comfort 
Hotel 
Holberg 

Sun 
24th 
Sept 

Bergen 
Norway 

Brann FC – view Roald Jensen Statue 
Trondheim Deaf Museum  
Deaf Club, Deaf Church & Home for 
the elderly Deaf. 
City sightseeing at leisure 
 

Thorbjørn Sander, Host & Curator  
 

Comfort 
Hotel 
Holberg 

Mon 
25th 
Sept 

Trondheim 
Norway 

Bergen to Trondheim by air. 
Museum of the Deaf, Trondelag 
Folkehoyyskole 
 

Hanna Mellemsether, Curator 
Halvor Greftegreff, Volunteer 
   

Airport Hotel 
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Tues 
26th 
Sept 

Oslo 
Norway 

Trondheim to Oslo by air.  
Express Train to town 
City Sightseeing. View WSC Statue 
Lecture at Oslo University 
Visit 2 no. Churchill pubs 

 
 
Odd-Inge Schroeder 
120 participants 
8 revelllers 

Best Western 
Anker Hotel 

Wed 
27th 
Sept 

Helsinki 
Finland  

Oslo to Helsinki by air.  Bus to the 
Light House 
The Light House, Helsinki 

 
 
Tiina Naukkarinen: Host 

Deaf 
Peoples’ 
College 

Thurs 
28th 
Sept 

Helsinki 
Finland                  

Finnish Deaf Museum 
Meeting FDA officials 
Helsinki Deaf Club (evening) 

Tiina Naukkarinen & Saija Yitalo 
Kaisa Alanne & Helena Torboli 
 

Deaf 
Peoples’ 
College 

Fri 
29th 
Sept 

Helsinki 
Finland 

Finnish Deaf Museum 
Meeting WFD officials 
Meeting SL Interpreting lecturers 

Tiina & Saija, Curators 
Lissa Kauperinn & Phillipa Sandhamm 
Outi Mäkela & Marko Vuoriheimo 

Deaf 
Peoples’ 
College 

Sat 
30th 
Sept 

Travel to:- Moscow 
Russia 

Helsinki to Moscow by air (via 
Stockholm) 
Car to hotel 

 
Elena Slianova: Host 

Irbis Hotel 
 

Sun 
1st 
Oct 

Moscow 
Russia 

City Sightseeing - The Kremlin, Red 
Square, etc. 

Elena Slianova 
 
 

Irbis Hotel 
 

Mon 
2nd 
Oct 

Moscow 
Russia 

VOG (All-Russia Deaf Society) 
 
 
Talk to Moscow DeafBlind Club 

Viktor Palenny, Chair of Moscow Deaf 
History Society 
Maria Evseeva 
15 members & guide/communicators 

Irbis Hotel 
 

Tues 
3rd 
Oct 

Moscow 
Russia  

WFD Bureau (afternoon) 
 
Evening Dinner at the Silianova dacha 

 
 
Sacha & Elena Slianova 

Irbis Hotel 
 

Wed 
4th 
Oct 

Moscow 
Russia 
 

VOG 70th Anniversary (afternoon) 
Deaf Museum (night) 

Viktor Palenny 
Mikhail Khalyapin, Curator 

Irbis Hotel 
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Thurs 
5th 
Oct 

St Petersburg 
Russia   
 

Moscow to St Petersburg by air. 
Bus to hotel 
St Petersburg Deaf Museum 
Walking Tour of St Petersburg 

 
 
Ludimilla Tumanova, Curator 
Valentin Vorobrov, Guide 

Park Inn 
Hotel 
 

Fri 6th 
Oct 

St Petersburg 
Russia 
Heathrow, London 
England 

Siege of Leningrad WW2 Memorial 
St Petersburg to Heathrow by air. 
Heathrow to Milton Keynes by car. 
Milton Keynes to Wolverhampton by 
train. 
                   HOME 

  
 
 
 
 

Sat 
7th 
Oct 

HOME    

Sun 
8th 
Oct 

HOME    

 
 

 AMERICAN LEG   

Mon 
9th 
Oct 

 
Fly to:- 
Washington DC 
USA 

Car to Heathrow 
Heathrow to Washington DC by air 
Gallaudet University 
 

Uplift hire car at airport (Alamo) 
 

Clerc Hall 
Gallaudet 
Campus 

Tues 
10th 
Oct 

Washington DC Gallaudet Archives 
 
Washington DC at night 

Ulf Hedberg, Archivist 
Mike Olson, Archives Technician 
 

Clerc Hall, 
Gallaudet 
Campus 

Weed 
11th 
Oct 

Washington, DC A G Bell Association & The Volta 
Bureau 
Drive Tony Boyce to airport 
Washington Memorials at leisure 
 

Judy Harrison, Senior Director, 
Professional Programs 
 

Clerc Hall, 
Gallaudet 
Campus 

John A Hay, FRSA 
Winston Churchill Travelling Fellow 

May 2007 

51



Deaf Museums and Archival Centres 
Itinerary 

Thurs 
12th 
Oct 

Frederick, Maryland 
            
 
Staunton, VA  

Maryland Deaf School Museum  
 
 
Late afternoon drive to Staunton 
 

Chad Baker, Depute Superintendent & 
School Museum Curator 
Carl Robin, Hessian Barracks Curator 
Rachel Bavister, ex-MHGS 

Howard 
Johnson, 
Staunton 

Fri 
13th 
Oct 

Staunton, VA 
 
                 
               
Williamsburg, VA 

Virginia Deaf School Museum 
Staunton 
 
 
Late afternoon drive to Williamsburg 

Mary Kraus, Chair, VSDB Museum 
Committee  
Donna J De Vito, Archivist 
Pattye Leslie, VSDB Principal 

Red Roof 
Inns,  
Williamsburg 
 

Sat 
14th 
Oct 

Williamsburg, VA Williamsburg at leisure 
Jamestown at leisure 
 
 

 
Richard Cheatham, Living History 
Associates, Ltd 

Red Roof 
Inns, 
Williamsburg

Sun 
15th 
Oct 

Williamsburg, VA 
 
 
Travel to Richmond 

Research on the Bollings at William & 
Mary College 
Yorktown at leisure 
Late afternoon drive to Richmond 

Reference Dept; Earl Gregg Swem 
Library 

Country Inn-
Suites, 
Richmond 
 

Mon 
16th 
Oct 

Richmond, VA Cobbs, Chesterfield (John Braidwood) 
Museum of the Confederate and the 
Confederate White House 

 
 

Country Inn-
Suites, 
Richmond 

Tues 
17th 
Oct 

Richmond, VA to           
Hartford, CT 

Richmond to Hartford by air (via 
Washington DC) 

Drop off Car at Richmond Arpt 
Uplift another car at Hartford Arpt 

Super 8 
Motel,  
Hartford  

Wed 
18th 
Oct 

Hartford, CT American School for the Deaf Gary E. Wait, Archivist  Super 8 
Motel, 
Hartford 

Thurs 
19th 
Oct 

Hartford, CT Mark Twain Museum 
Noah Webster Birthplace 

 Super 8 
Motel, 
Hartford 
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Itinerary 

Fri 
20th 
Oct 

Fly to:- Las Vegas Hartford to Las Vegas by air 
changing at Chicago  
Joining Shirley, Ray & Lesley 
 

Martin to leave for the UK 
(Hartford –Washington DC – 
Heathrow)  

 

Sat 
21st 
Oct 

Las Vegas HOLIDAY IN LAS VEGAS 
Holiday 

 
 
(Martin arrive Heathrow early am) 

 

Sun 
22nd 
Oct 

Las Vegas Holiday   

Mon 
23rd 
Oct 

Las Vegas Holiday   

Tues 
24th 
Oct 

Las Vegas Holiday   

Wed 
25th 
Oct 

Las Vegas Holiday   

Thurs 
26th 

Oct 

Las Vegas Holiday   

Fri 
27th 
Oct 

Las Vegas Holiday   

Sat 
28th 
Oct 

Fly to:- Rochester, 
NYS 

Las Vegas to Rochester by air (via 
Chicago) 
Rochester Institute of Technology, 
National Technology Institute for the 
Deaf 

 
 
Mary Lamb, PEN-International 
Denise Kavin, Co-Host 
James DeCaro, Co-Host 

 
 
Guest, PEN-
International 
at NTID 
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Itinerary 

Sun 
29th 
Oct 

Rochester, NYS National Technical Institute for the Deaf 
Reception at the Hurwitzes’ residence 
Meet Martin at airport (evening) 

Denise Kavin 
Alan & Vikki Hurwitz & 50 guests 
  

Guest, PEN-
International 
at NTID  

Mon 
30th 
Oct 

Rochester, NYS Meeting on Support Services  
RIT: Wallace Library 
 
 
RIT: Cary Graphics Arts Collection 
NTID: ETRR 
NTID: Dyer Arts Center 
Meeting with Cultural & Creative 
Studies and SGN/ITP faculty members, 
NTID 
Dinner out 
Presentation at Rochester Recreation 
Club for the Deaf    

Peter A Lalley 
Joan Naturale, NTID & Special Needs 
Reference Librarian & Becky Simmons, 
Archivist  
David Pankow, Curator 
Jonathan Millis, 
Robert K. Baker, Director 
Patti Durr, Karen Christie, Matt Searls 
& Donna Gustina 
 
Jim, Denise, Alan, Colleen Pouliot & 
Steve DeBottis (RRCD) 
70 participants 

Guest PEN-
International 
at NTID 

Tues 
31st 
Oct 

Rochester, NYS Rochester School for the Deaf 
RSD School Archives 
Lunch at Memorial Art Gallery 
PEN-International meeting 
Dinner out 

Harold Mowl, Superintendent 
Mary Mowl, Cttee member 
Jim de Caro & Denise Kavin 
Jim, Denise & Bill Clyme 
Alan & Vikki 

Guest, PEN-
International 
at NTID 

Wed 
1st 
Nov 

Fly to:-  
Toronto 
Canada 

Rochester to Toronto by air 
Canadian Deaf Culture Centre 
Toronto at night 

Ali Behmanesh: Host  
Joanne Cripps, Co-Executive   
Dr Anita Small, Co-Executive 

Novotel 
Toronto 
Centre 

Thurs 
2nd 
Nov 

Toronto 
Canada 

Canadian Deaf Culture Centre 
Bob Rumball Centre of the Deaf, 
Toronto 
Ontario Deaf Association Museum 
Long-term Care Home for Deaf People, 
Barrie 
CN Tower at night 

Ali Behmanesh 
Rev. Bob Rumball 
 
Anne McKercher, Curator 
Shirley, Senior Nursing Officer  

Novotel 
Toronto 
Centre 
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Fri 3rd 
Nov 

Toronto 
Canada 

George Brown College (morning) 
 
Addressing ASL class 
Niagara Falls 
Meeting Gary Malkowski & Clifton 
Carbin at Scotland Yard pub 

Phyllis Beaton-Vazquez, Co-ordinator, 
ASL-English Program 
20 students 
Ali Behmanesh 
 

Novotel 
Toronto 
Centre 

Sat 
4th 
Nov 

Toronto 
Canada  
Fly home to:           
London 
England 

At leisure  
Taxi to airport 
Toronto to Dulles Intl, Washington 
DC. 
Dulles Intl, Washington to Heathrow, 
London 

 
 

 
 
 

Sun 
5th 
Nov 

Arrival in the UK          
London 
England                           

Heathrow London to Wolverhampton 
(National Express Coach)  

HOMECOMING 
THE END OF THE                  

CHURCHILL  FELLOWSHIP 
STUDY  TOUR 

  

Mon 
6th 
Nov 

                  
               BACK TO WORK 
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